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DISTRICT COURT

The District Court is established under the

District Court Ordinance (Cap. 336).  It has

both criminal and civil jurisdiction, including

matrimonial jurisdiction.

The District Court is headed by the Chief

District Judge and has an establishment of

33 District Judges, one Registrar and two

Deputy Registrars.

CIVIL JURISDICTION

Upon the commencement of the District

Cour t  (Amendment )  Ord inance  on

September 1, 2000, the civil jurisdiction

of the District Court has increased from

HK$120,000 to HK$600,000 (unless

otherwise provided for by statute); or

where claims are for recovery of land, or

the title to an interest in land comes in

question, the annual rent or rateable value

or annual value does not exceed HK$240,000

(HK$120,000 before September 1, 2000).

Apart from the general civil jurisdiction, the

District Court has exclusive jurisdiction over

claims brought under the Employees’

Compensation Ordinance (Cap. 282), distress

of rent and recovery actions brought under

the Inland Revenue Ordinance (Cap. 112).

The District Court also has jurisdiction over

divorce, adoption, domestic violence and

other family related matters.  The Court may

exercise the matrimonial jurisdiction

notwithstanding the amount of financial relief

claimed is beyond its civil jurisdiction.

CRIMINAL JURISDICTION

The criminal jurisdiction of the District Court

includes all indictable offences with the

exception of the most serious ones such as

murder, manslaughter and rape, as well as

summary offences transferred together with

an indictable offence.  The maximum term of

imprisonment that can be imposed is seven

years.  A District Judge sits alone without a

jury in criminal trials.

APPELLATE JURISDICTION

The District Court also exercises limited

appellate jurisdiction from Tribunals and

statutory boards conferred by various

Ordinances, e.g. the Stamp Duty Ordinance

( C a p .  1 1 7 ) ,  t h e  P n e u m o c o n i o s i s

(Compensation) Ordinance (Cap. 360) and

the Occupational Deafness (Compensation)

Ordinance (Cap. 469).
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The Chief Justice, H H Judge Fung, the Chief District Judge (sixth left, first row) and Judges of the District Court
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THE INCREASE IN THE CIVIL
JURISDICTIONAL LIMITS AND
INTRODUCTION OF THE RULES
OF THE DISTRICT COURT

The increase in the civil jurisdiction on

September 1, 2000 was the first one since

1988.  The increase is substantial and has

resulted in 202% increase in the number of

writs filed (excluding those relating to recovery

actions by the Inland Revenue Department

which are not affected by the increase in the

civil jurisdiction) during the first year of

operation.  It has also brought new case types

such as personal injuries actions to the District

Court.  Some of the increased caseload are

transferred from the Court of First Instance

as they have come within the increased

jurisdictional limits of the District Court.

The number of interlocutory applications has

also increased.

To cope with the upsurge in caseload brought

about by the increase in the civil jurisdiction,

the number of civil judges has been increased.

They handle trials and contested interlocutory

applications adjourned by the Masters.  A Civil

Listing Judge is responsible for dealing

with pre-trial reviews and listing of civil

matters.  Another Judge is charged to oversee

personal injury actions and Employees’

Compensation cases.

A system of Masters has also been put in place

to deal with the increased number of

interlocutory applications.

A new set of Rules of the District Court

became operational on September 1, 2000.

The new Rules provide a comprehensive

procedural framework for civil actions.  The

new Rules are largely modelled on the Rules

of the High Court where applicable, with

provision for dispensation in cases involving

modest sum.

One of the special features of the Rules of

the District Court is Order 23A.  Under Order

23A, the parties can agree directions and

orders for the conduct of the action and file

with the Registry an agreed memorandum

setting out the agreed directions and orders.

Such agreed directions and orders will take

effect as if they are made by the Court.  This

will save up the parties’ time and expenses in

taking out a summons for directions and

attending the hearing.  On the other hand, if

no agreed memorandum is filed or no

summons for directions is taken out, the

automatic directions under Order 23A, rule 5

shall take effect.

The District Court is coping well with the

increased civil caseloads and the new

procedural rules.
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H H Judge Poon, District Judge,

sits in a court hearing
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FAMILY COURT

The Family Court is part of the District Court.

Six District Judges are specially assigned to

deal with matrimonial matters.

A matrimonial cause and other proceedings

under the Matrimonial Causes Ordinance

(Cap. 179) shall be commenced in the District

Court, subject to the provision of transfer to

the Court of First Instance.  In practice, over

99% of all matrimonial causes are dealt with

in the District Court.

PILOT SCHEME ON
FAMILY MEDIATION

As an alternative to litigation, a three-year

pilot scheme on family mediation was

introduced on May 2, 2000 to resolve disputes

arising from breakdown of marriage.

The scheme aims to assist the couples seeking

divorce or separation in reaching mutual

agreements for the custody and maintenance

of their children as well as resolution of

financial matters.  The saving in time and costs

and in particular, the reduction of possible

confl icts, are possible incentives for

parties to use the mediation service.  The

implementation of the scheme has been

smooth and the keen interest shown by the

public is encouraging.

As at September 30, 2001, 273 information

sessions were held and attended by more

than 1567 persons.  Among the 516 cases

referred to mediation, 350 cases have

been completed, with 247 resulted in full

settlement and 29 with partial settlement.

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University has

been commissioned to conduct an evaluation

study on the Scheme.  The main objectives of

the evaluation study are to assess the

effectiveness of mediation as an alternative

to l it igation in resolving disputes in

matrimonial matters, and to compare the time

and costs spent in resolution by mediation

against those by litigation.  The research team

is collecting data from service users, their

family members, mediators, social workers

and lawyers who refer the cases to mediators,

and court staff through questionnaires and

in-depth interviews.  The progress is being

monitored and a mid-term report will be

compiled by March 2002.
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Mrs Doris Kuang, Mediation Coordinator, conducts information session for the

public on mediation service
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The Chief District Judge (left) and the Chief Justice of New South Wales,
Australia, Mr Spigelman
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WORKING GROUP TO CONSIDER
THE REFORM OF ANCILLARY
RELIEF PROCEDURES IN
MATRIMONIAL CASES IN
HONG KONG

The legal regime which governs ancillary relief

in matrimonial proceedings in Hong Kong has

been in place since 1972.  Traditional values

on marriage have changed over the years and

the number of divorce petitions filed each year

has increased substantially.  It is considered

that the present proceedings for ancillary relief

may lead to undue antagonism between the

parties, and hence prolonging the emotional

trauma of divorce, and often results in the

dissipation of family assets in costs.

In recent years, a number of common law

jurisdiction have introduced changes to

ancillary relief in matrimonial proceedings.  In

November 1999, the Chief Justice appointed

a Working Group chaired by the Hon Mr Justice

Hartmann to consider reform aiming at more

speedy and less costly resolution of the

disputes, by encouraging a less adversarial

and more settlement orientated approach.

Following a series of meetings, the Working

Group is in the process of finalising its

recommendations on a Pi lot Scheme

for  F inanc ia l  D ispute Resolut ion in

Matrimonial Cases.

THE DISTRICT COURT REGISTRY

The District Court Registry accepts filing of

actions and other documents in civil and

criminal proceedings.

In accordance with the new Rules of the

District Court, a system of Masters modelled

on that of the High Court has been put in

place in the District Court.  The establishment

consists of the Registrar and two Deputy

Registrars (collectively known as Masters).  A

Masters’ Clerks’ Office provides the support

to the Masters and handles the fixing of

hearings before the Masters.

The Masters of the District Court deal with

taxation and interlocutory applications of a

less contentious nature whereas matters

involving serious dispute are listed for

hearing before District Judges.  A Practice

Master is on duty daily to deal with

ex-parte applications and to give directions

to litigants in need.  With the increase in the

award of lump sum assessment of costs,

the number of provisional taxation has been

substantially reduced.  The disposal rate of

cases by way of default or summary judgment

is about 70%.

To cater for litigants in person who may not

be familiar with the procedure for agreed or

automatic directions under Order 23A, the

Masters may at their own motion call for a

directions hearing where the case involves one

or more parties acting in person.  At such

directions hearings, the Masters will inform

the parties acting in person of their rights to

apply for legal aid and to seek legal advice,

as well as other necessary directions for the

future conduct of the action.�� !"#$
The District Court Registry
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The Chief District Judge (left) meets delegation members of the Anhui

Intermediate People’s Court, PRC
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THE FAMILY COURT REGISTRY

All petitions and related applications in

matrimonial causes are filed with the Family

Court Registry.  The petitions and applications

are checked by the Registry staff with a view

to sorting out the irregularities before they

are accepted for filing.

With the assistance of the Hong Kong Family

Welfare Society, a children waiting area has

been set up at M1 Floor of Wanchai Tower.

The facility aims to provide free of charge

temporary child care service for the parents

who have to attend family court hearing or

mediation.  Toys, books and magazines for

children are provided in the Area.  The children

are looked after by volunteers of the Society.

CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

For the period September 1, 2000 to

September 30, 2001, the number of writs

filed (excluding those relating to recovery

actions by the Inland Revenue Department

which are not affected by the increase in the

civil jurisdiction) has increased by 202%, and

the number of miscellaneous proceedings

(including mortgage and hire purchase

actions) has increased by 21%.  The District

Court has also handled 394 personal injuries

claims.  The number of interlocutory hearings

has also increased by 117% from 5 121 to

11 138 during the same period.

For 2001, the target court waiting time for

both civil and criminal cases are generally

achieved.

The caseload of the Family Court has

remained steady in the past few years.  The

target waiting time of the Court is generally

achieved for 2001.
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Cases brought forward from previous years refer to cases in progress and do not include cases inactive

* �� !"#!$%/�� !/�� !/�� !/�� !�"#
Disposed of refers to those where defendants have been convicted/acquitted/successful claims/claims dismissed/trials or hearings
concluded

# �� !"#$%&'()*+,-.
Inactive refers to those having no action (including filing of document or hearing) for one year from the date of last filing of
document

+ �� !"#$%&'()*+,-./012")345627)89:;"#)<=>?@-AB012")CDE
�� !"#$%&'()*+,%&'
Other civil cases refer to Miscellaneous proceedings, Stamp (Ordinance) Appeals, Equal opportunities actions, Personal injuries cases,
Occupational deafness (compensation) appeals, Pneumoconiosis (compensation) appeals and Estate agents appeals

� ��   !"#$%&'()*+,-336�� !"#$%&'()*+,-./#01234567)*89:;8
Following the implementation of the new District Court Rules, Cap. 336 in September 2000, filing of the Notice of Application for
setting down a case is no longer required.  Hence, the measuring interval has to be changed to “from date of listing to hearing”.
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Note (1): Disposed of refers to Decree Absolute granted and Adoption orders made

��2�� �� !"#$%&'
Note (2): Disposed of refers to taxation bills processed


