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AEANBENEZEES JUDICIAL STUDIES BOARD

THEABEY | EE 21988 N7 - The Judicial Studies Board (JSB) was set up in 1988 to

25 & A5 B BE A S 12 13| provide training programmes for Judges and Judicial
Officers (JJOs) at all levels. The Board is made up of a
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Full Board and an Executive Committee, and is
supported by a small secretariat on administrative
matters.
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AEARRIERENREREZRA The Chief Justice appoints judges from all levels of

 BREZREREEED - RERY Courts to serve on the Board. Apart from judges of the
BEAR LAVEARE ~ RIAEE - BISAR Court of Appeal, the Court of First Instance, the District
EBHERBEBMBENEASS » BBE Court and the Magistrates’ Courts, members of the
AEMBINEE - BIF] - BB AEAA Board also include the Judiciary Administrator, one
SNELEEMeR — 2485 » DR representative each from the Department of Justice, the
Pk B R B R — 2 o 2] Hong Kong Bar Association and the Law Society of Hong

- L o o Kong as well as a professor from each of the law schools
BN ETEARTEESENES - FTA - B

- of the two local universities. Judiciary members of the
BB EMI RME

Board serve on the Board’s Executive Committee. All

members are appointed for a term of two years.

HREEGHFEEEZREEL (F) FE FABABENEGMERER, FAE
The Rt Hon Sir Ivor Richardson, Non-Permanent Judge of the Court of Final Appeal (right), gives a talk on "The
New Zealand Bill of Rights: Experience and Potential"
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The terms of reference of the Judicial
Studies Board are:

e To devise programmes for the induction of new

holders of judicial office.

e  To advise the Chief Justice how he might best use
a system of judicial studies in respect of the
appointment of judges, the matching of judicial
resources to demands, and the creation of

opportunities for changes of work.

e Torun training programmes.

B EHE
Seminar on trade control system
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DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING
PROGRAMMES

Professional Training

The Board recognises the importance of continuous
professional training and development for JJOs. To this
end, training programmes on law and legal

developments are organised for JJOs.
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A District Court Sentencing Conference is organised
annually for all District Judges to discuss sentencing
principles and recent developments. A total of 49
District Judges and Deputy District Judges attended the
last conference held in December 2004. Through small
group discussions, participants had useful exchange of
views and experience on legal topics of common
interest.

A Magistrates Conference was also held in October 2004
to discuss issues on judgment writing, use of CCTV,
sentencing on child pornography and sentencing on
forged identity card offences. Altogether, 50 JJOs
attended the conference.

Since September 2002, the JSB has been sponsoring
JJOs to attend part-time courses leading to the award
of Master of Laws (LLM) and other law related studies
organised or co-organised by local universities and
academic institutions. Five of our JJOs have since
started such studies under JSB sponsorship and four of
them are close to complete their studies.

HAEEZ
Magistrates Conference
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LANGUAGE TRAINING

Court proceedings in Chinese have been on the increase
in the past few years. To cope with such an increasing
demand for the use of Chinese in courts, the Board has
strengthened training for JJOs in this respect. Various
forms of trainings are provided to our bilingual JJOs
for them to master skills in conducting court hearings
and preparing and delivering judgments in Chinese.
These include courses on Writing Judgments in Chinese
run by local universities and residential language

courses at the Tsinghua University, Beijing.

The Tsinghua University Chinese Judgment Writing
Courses commenced in 1999. The JSB has been
sponsoring JJOs to attend these residential language
courses. At Tsinghua, JJOs receive intensive training in
Modern Chinese grammar and are taught skills and
techniques in writing different kinds of judgments. The
4-week course enables participants to improve their
ability in understanding and writing legal documents in
Chinese. Participants are also given individual
Putonghua coaching by native speakers drawn from
Tsinghua’s pool of students. In March and April 2004, a
group of 11 JJOs attended the course. The next course
would be held in August 2005.

HEBAL () REUFAE (F) BIRHHXARELERE
Workshops on writing judgments in Chinese by the University of Hong Kong (left) and
the City University of Hong Kong (right)
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A » =BG I 2004 B R A K During the year, the Board organised for the first time
BEMEREBEMAEAEMBRMEEN intensive courses for JJOs on writing judgments in

R HRERDRRE - HEh—I1E:312 20 Chinese in collaboration with local universities — one
FEEAEAY , TR —IERE0 S A was with the University of Hong Kong and the other the
T AEA - ES @A BERETIESD City University of Hong Kong. The aim of both courses

is to further improve the Chinese writing skills of our

B E—TRIVEENREAEBNTXE
BTG - feME P SOEER PRV EE
BLRES -

JJOs so as to enhance the overall effectiveness of court

proceedings conducted in Chinese.

Cantonese courses at advanced level for monolingual
ZEEWERRABRBENERMAIEAR JJOs are also organised. One course started in
EMERESFEERE - AEZRECHE December 2004.
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Seminar on Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance

Other Seminars

To help enrich JJOs’ knowledge for coping with
developments in the community, it is essential that the
JSB offers training that caters for such a need. During
the year, the Board organised seminars on
environmental protection issues and legislation, the
Personal Data (Privacy) Ordinance, technology crimes,
Police digital traffic enforcement, mediation skills, trade
control system, and electronic tools and legal reference
databases for JJOs.

BB BB AR
Seminar on police digital traffic enforcement
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Local Visits

The JSB also arranges visits to government departments
and other institutions for JJOs regularly. The aim of
the visits is to introduce to our judges the operations of
these organisations as well as the challenges they face.
During the year, JJOs visited the South East New
Territories Landfill of the Environmental Protection
Department, the Independent Commission Against
Corruption, and the Social Welfare Department Begonia
Road Juvenile Home and Ma Tau Wai Girls’ Home.

BERUNE () REBREZNHAR (F)
Visits to the Independent Commission Against Corruption (left) and a landfill of the Environmental Protection Department (right)
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Local Seminars/Lectures organised by
Academic Institutions and Professional
Bodies

The JSB is notified of seminars, lectures and workshops
organised by local universities and professional bodies,
such as the University of Hong Kong, the City University
of Hong Kong, the Hong Kong Bar Association and the
Law Society of Hong Kong. JJOs are encouraged to
take part in these events, and the Judiciary facilitates
their participation through releasing them from their
court commitments and, if necessary, sponsoring the

requisite fees.
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The Judiciary delegation led by the Chief Justice meets with Mr Zeng Qinghong, Vice-President (centre,

front row) and the Chief Justice Mr Xiao Yang, President of the Supreme People’s Court(second left, front
row)
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INTERFACE WITH OTHER
JURISDICTIONS

Professional Exchanges between the
Mainland and the Hong Kong Judiciary

In September 2004, the Chief Justice led a 10-member
delegation comprising JJOs from different levels of
courts and administrative staff to visit Beijing. During
the four-day stay in Beijing, the delegation met
Vice-President Mr Zeng Qinghong, the Chief Justice
Mr Xiao Yang, President of the Supreme People’s Court,
Vice-President of the Supreme People’s Court Mr Huang
Songyou, Minister of Justice Mr Zhang Fusen, and the
Director of the State Council’s Hong Kong and Macau
Affairs Office Mr Liao Hui. The delegation took the
opportunity to learn more about the latest
developments in the Mainland judicial and legal systems
and share its experience in the administration of justice
in the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region.
President Xiao recognised the contribution of the Hong
Kong Courts to the implementation of “one country,
two systems” under the Basic Law and to the

maintenance of stability and prosperity of Hong Kong.
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The Chief Justice delivers a speech on Hong Kong's judicial system at the Law School of the

Renmin University of China
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At the invitation of the Chief Justice and the Secretary
for Justice, President Xiao led an eight-member
delegation and reciprocated the visit in November 2004.
During its stay, the delegation visited the Court of Final
Appeal, the High Court, the Eastern Magistrates’ Courts
and the Labour Tribunal. President Xiao and the Chief
Justice share the view that the judiciary and the legal

profession in the Mainland and Hong Kong should step

up exchanges and communication.

The ludiciary delegation led by the Chief Justice visits an Intermediate People’s Court in Beijing
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The delegation led by the Chief Justice Mr Xiao Yang, President of the

Supreme People's Court, visits the Court of Final Appeal (left and top

photos)

2004 F - EFANEHBHEERFT 10 @ During the year 2004, the Hong Kong Judiciary had
KERARATHWAREIREEEHREN received 10 visiting delegations involving 143 judges
S PE S FEERSEEEEREML and representatives from the People’s Courts and

S 4143 {3y o judges’ associations in different provinces and cities.
BIEE / e International / Mainland Conferences
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The JSB appreciates the benefits that can be gained
RERRPATRERAMAIEERER from cross-fertilisation with other jurisdictions and JJOs’
REMBEMERARIRERMESRS - exposure to them. From time to time, JJOs attend
WAL EEMENEAESNEES international conferences. In 2004, the Judiciary was
2020044 » AFEMBRAREETY= represented at three international conferences held in
184 B 7E 36 2 A0 N = A 5B 4T 1Y B [ Beijing and Canada. We also received delegations from

= R MFEST S EREEMTES other jurisdictions, including Singapore, Sri Lanka,
BB (BEF N Thailand, the United
A 188 7 S
PR - % Kingdom and the
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United States.
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The delegation led by President Xiao visits the High Court
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Seminar on the Mainland’s injunction system
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Local Seminars involving Non-HK Speakers

To keep our JJOs abreast with international legal
developments, eminent speakers from other
jurisdictions are invited to give talks on topics of interest.
The Board, joined by the Legal Education Trust Fund,
organised a seminar on the Mainland’s injunction system
in March 2004. A judge from the Second Intermediate
People’s Court of Shanghai briefed our judges on the

subject, which was followed by a discussion forum.

In July 2004, the Right Honourable Sir Ivor Richardson
from New Zealand gave a talk on “The New Zealand
Bill of Rights: Experience and Potential” to our judges
and members of the legal profession, as well as the
teaching staff and students of the law schools at the

local universities.
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JSB NEWSLETTER

JSB Newsletter, started in December 2000 with a
readership covering all JJOs, is published electronically
in support of the Judiciary’s efforts in environmental
conservation. The Newsletter provides JJOs with
regular updates and useful information on judicial
training and development. It also serves, though in a
small way, as a forum for JJOs to exchange views and

offer suggestions on judicial training.

JSB LIBRARY

Publications and seminar materials obtained from
overseas conferences and local seminars are kept in the
JSB Library for reference by JJOs. The library also
maintains a collection of audio and video tapes of all

in-house training programmes.

JJO CHATROOM

In this age of information technology, the Board is
sensitive to the needs of JJOs for a dedicated cyber
forum for their exclusive use. In November 2004, the
Board launched the first version of the JJO ChatRoom.
This will be refined as necessary with advice and support
by the Information Technology Team of the Judiciary
Administration. JJOs can access the ChatRoom either
in their chambers or at home through the Internet. The
ChatRoom serves as a useful forum according our JJOs
full privacy and sphere for voicing or exchanging their
views amongst colleagues on all issues concerning their

work on the bench.
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TRAINING STATISTICS

FAlEEEE
Types of Training Activities

1)

2)

7)
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Professional training
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Language training
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International/Mainland conferences and visits

BEARBBTEEEBREBINNHAS
Local seminars involving non-HK speaker
EARBBTHRNEERNHT S

Local in-house seminars

FEARBETHZ2EESHE

Local visits

AARBETHINEEREROHTE

AEEF | Judicial Development and Training 131

2004 £ FEEE B
No. of Activities in 2004

45

Local seminars organised by outside organisations

& &t Total

66



