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HIGH COURT

The High Court comprises the Court of Appeal and the

Court of First Instance.  Their jurisdictions are prescribed

in sections 13 and 12 of the High Court Ordinance (Cap.

4) respectively.  The procedures are set out in the Rules

of the High Court (Cap. 4A).  The Chief Judge of the

High Court is the Court Leader and the President of the

Court of Appeal.

COURT OF APPEAL

The Court of Appeal hears appeals in civil and criminal

matters from the Court of First Instance and the District

Court, as well as appeals from the Lands Tribunal and

other statutory tribunals.  It also gives rulings on

questions of law referred to it by lower levels of courts.

Appeals from the Court of Appeal lie to the Court of

Final Appeal.  In addition to the Chief Judge of the High

Court, the Court of Appeal has an establishment of nine

Justices of Appeal.
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Mr Robert Tang Ching, S.C ., swears in as Judge of the Court of

First Instance of the High Court
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COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE

The Court of First Instance has unlimited jurisdiction in

all civil, admiralty and criminal matters.  The more

serious criminal offences such as murder, manslaughter,

rape, armed robbery, trafficking in large quantities of

dangerous drugs, and complex commercial fraud, are

tried by a Judge of the Court of First Instance, with a

jury of seven, or, when a Judge so orders, a jury of nine.

The Court of First Instance also has an appellate

jurisdiction.  It hears appeals from decisions made by

the Masters and from the Magistrates’ Courts, the

Labour Tribunal, the Small Claims Tribunal, the Obscene

Articles Tribunal and the Minor Employment Claims

Adjudication Board of the Labour Department.

The Court of First Instance also registers and enforces

judgments obtained in specified countries as well as

awards made in Mainland China by a recognised arbitral

authority.

The Court of First Instance has an establishment of 25

Judges.
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The Chief Justice and the Chief Judge of the High Court

accompany President Xiao on his visit to the Technology Court
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The Hon Mr Justice Ma, the Chief Judge of the High

Court (left) and the Chief Justice Mr Xiao Yang,

President of the Supreme People’s Court (r ight)
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REGISTRAR, SENIOR DEPUTY
REGISTRARS AND DEPUTY
REGISTRARS OF THE HIGH COURT

The Registrar, Senior Deputy Registrars and Deputy

Registrars of the High Court (the latter two are

collectively referred to as Masters) carry out part of the

civil jurisdiction exercised by a single Judge of the Court

of First Instance.  With an establishment of one

Registrar, three Senior Deputy Registrars and five

Deputy Registrars, they dispose of many cases without

the need to go to trial before a Judge.

The Masters carry out judicial duties such as hearing

interlocutory and summary applications in chambers,

and conduct ing  assessment  o f  damages  and

interpleader trials in court.  They also exercise the

jurisdiction of Taxing Masters, Admiralty Registrar,

Registrar of Civil Appeals and Registrar of Criminal

Appeals.  Further, they carry out quasi-judicial duties

including taking evidence on commission, determining

appeals against the decisions of the Director of Legal

Aid on applications for legal aid, and supervising the

service of foreign process in Hong Kong.  They are also

responsible for probate administration and the jury list.
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The Chief Judge of the High Court meets with

Sir Alasdair Fraser, CB, QC, Director of Public

Prosecutions, Northern Ireland, the United Kingdom

�� !"# $%&'()*+ ,-./01 Dr Serge

Brammertz ��

The Chief Judge of the High Court meets with Dr Serge

Brammertz, Deputy Prosecutor of International Cr iminal

Court, the Netherlands
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The Registrar of the High Court administers the High

Court Suitors’ Funds, the Labour Tribunal Suitors’ Funds

as well as the Master-in-Lunacy Account and the Official

Administrator’s Account in his ex-officio capacity as the

Official Administrator and the Master-in-Lunacy.

Furthermore, he keeps the professional Rolls of

Barristers, Solicitors and Notaries Public.
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The Chief Judge of the High Court meets with a delegation

from the People’s High Court of Fujian Province
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The Chief Judge of the High Court, the Hon Mr Justice Woo, Vice-President

of the Court of Appeal of the High Court (first r ight), the Hon Mr Justice

Yeung, Justice of Appeal of the Court of Appeal of the High Court (second

r ight) and the Hon Mr Justice Yam, Judge of the Court of First Instance of

the High Court (first left) meet with Mr Lai Kin-hong, President of the

Court of Appeal of Macao Special Administrative Region (centre)
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JURY

Trial by jury in the Court of First Instance is one of the

key features of the Hong Kong legal system.

The most serious criminal offences are tried by a Judge

of the Court of First Instance, sitting with a jury

consisting of seven or, where a judge so orders, nine.

Juries decide on the verdict but not matters of

sentence. Exceptionally, in some civil cases, for example

defamation cases, a party may elect to have issues of

fact tried by a jury.  A jury of five is also empanelled in

some death inquests conducted by the Coroner’s Court.
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Jury service is one of the cornerstones of our justice

system.  Eligibility to serve as jurors is set out in the

Jury Ordinance (Cap. 3).  It is an obligation as well as a

right of every citizen in Hong Kong who is qualified to

serve.  In general, Hong Kong residents aged between

21 and 65 who have sufficient knowledge of the official

language in which the proceedings are to be conducted

(Chinese or English) are placed on the jurors’ list.  They

may be summoned to attend the court and selected on

a random basis.  If they are not selected, they will be

exempted from serving as a juror for a period of two

years.  In case where no jury empanelling is required on

a particular day, such information will be made available

at the Judiciary Hotline and the Judiciary Website on

the day before, so that prospective jurors summoned

to attend the court can check whether their attendance

on the following day is required.  Under the current

practice, prospective jurors are required to attend court

only once for selection before they are exempted for

two years.  From 1 January 2004 to 30 September 2004,

a total of 4 281 persons attended court for empanelling

and there were 62 jury trials during the same period.
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The Chief Judge of the High Court and Judge Helen

Ginger Berr igan, Chief Judge of the US Distr ict Court,

Eastern Distr ict of Louisaiana, New Orleans , the United

States
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Gordon Flake ��

The Chief Judge of the High Court meets with Mr Gordon

Flake, Executive Director of Mansfield Center for Pacific

Affairs , USA
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IMPLEMENTATION OF THE REPORT OF
THE WORKING PARTY ON CIVIL
PROCEEDINGS CONDUCTED IN
PRIVATE

In May 1997, in accordance with the common law

principle of open justice and with a view to ensuring

that court proceedings complied with Article 10 of the

Hong Kong Bill of Rights, the Working Party on Civil

Proceedings Conducted in Private (“the Working Party”)

appointed by the then Chief Justice published a Report,

recommending, among other things, that chambers

hearings should be conducted in public as much as

possible and that the public and the press should only

be excluded on those reasons contained in Article 10.

It was originally envisaged that legislation would be

e n a c t e d  t o  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  Wo r k i n g  P a r t y ’s

recommendations.  However, the Judiciary has raised

for consideration whether implementation of the

recommendations could be better achieved by way of

practice directions.  The Judiciary will consult the two

legal professional bodies on this approach and will take

into account their views in considering the way forward.
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The Chief Judge of the High Court meets with delegates of

the Dragon 100 Young Chinese Leaders Forum 2004
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The Hon Mr Justice Woo, Vice-President of the Court of Appeal of

the High Court (centre), and a delegation led by Mr Duan

Zhengkun, Vice Minister of Justice (third left)
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HIGH COURT REGISTRY

The High Court Registry accepts the lodging of all civil

claims without limits to the amount claimed except

where certain types of claims are required by statute to

be initiated in other courts or tribunals.  It provides

registry services for filing originating and other court

documents.  It maintains records of civil cases, fixes

hearing dates for all proceedings before Masters unless

otherwise directed, and processes applications for

issuance of writs for enforcement of judgments and

orders.  As from 19 April 2004, the High Court Registry

took over the functions of the Oaths and Declarations

Office, which administers oaths and declarations for

documents relating to court proceedings, and is also

responsible for the appointment of Commissioners for

Oaths from government bureaux and departments.
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The Hon Mr Justice Woo, V ice-President of the Court of
Appeal of the High Court (first left) and a delegation from
National Judges College
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The Hon Mr Justice Yeung, Justice of Appeal of the Court of

Appeal of the High Court (second right, first row) meets with

a delegation of Chongqing Higher People's Court
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CLERK OF COURT’S OFFICE

The Clerk of Court’s Office consists of the Criminal

Registry, the Appeals Registry and various Listing

Offices.  It is responsible for fixing dates for the hearing

of all civil and criminal cases in the Court of Appeal

and the Court of First Instance.  It is also responsible

for the efficient management of case flow in criminal

proceedings.  Maintenance of the jurors’ list and

issuance of summonses for members of the public to

serve as jurors are also the responsibility of the Clerk of

Court’s Office.

PROBATE REGISTRY

The Probate Regist ry  receives  and processes

applications for grants of representation to estates of

deceased persons.  Where the value of the estate

exceeds $150,000 or the application may involve

complicated legal issues, the application is usually filed

by the legal representatives of the applicant.  Where

the value does not exceed $150,000 and is simple and

straightforward, the Registry will assist the applicant in

filing the necessary documents (or affidavits) for a grant

of representation or for summary administration by the

Official Administrator. The Registrar acted as the Official

Administrator for 1 605 cases for the first nine months

of 2004.  The Probate Registry issued 7 273 grants of

probate and letters of Administration during the period.
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The Hon Mr Justice Yam, Judge of the Court of First Instance

of the High Court, br iefs a group of students from Qinghua

University on Hong Kong’s judicial system.
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The Hon Mr Justice Woo, Vice-President of the Court of Appeal of

the High Court (eighth left, front row) and the Hon Mr Justice

Pang, Judge of the Court of First Instance of the High Court,

(eighth right, front row) meet with a delegation of Guangdong

Judges
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CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

Court of Appeal

The number of cases lodged for criminal and civil

appeals in 2004 remains steady with little changes.

For criminal appeals, the target waiting time can be met.

For civil appeals, the target waiting time cannot be met

as more complex and lengthy cases were set down for

hearing.�� !"# $ %&'(�� �� !"#$%&'()

The Hon Madam Justice Chu, Judge of the Court of First
Instance of the High Court (left) and a delegation of Nanjing
Justice Bureau
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The Hon Mr Justice Tong, Judge of the Court of First Instance

of the High Court (third left), Mr Christopher Chan, Registrar

of the High Court (second left), Ms Queeny Au Yueng,

Registrar of the Cout of Final Appeal (third r ight), meet with

officials from Ministr y of Justice
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The Hon Mr Justice Lam, Judge of the Court of First

Instance of the High Court (first r ight) meets with a

delegation of Ministr y of Commerce
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Court of First Instance

For appellate cases to the Court of First Instance, the

caseload remains steady in 2004.  The target waiting

time can be met.

It is expected that there will be a decrease of about

38% in the filing of civil cases including mortgage

claims and personal injuries due to the increase

in the civil jurisdictional limit of the District Court from

$600,000 to $1,000,000 with effect from 1 December

2003 and the decrease in insolvency cases, in particular

those relating to bankruptcy.  As to criminal cases, it is

projected that there will be an increase of 15% in

2004 as compared to that in 2003.

As a result of a number of long trials in both the civil

and criminal lists, and the increase in the number of

indictments filed for criminal cases, the target court

waiting times could not be met.  The Judiciary will

continue to monitor the situation and will make every

effort to improve court waiting times.
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Mr Chr istopher Chan, Registrar of the High Court,

meets with a group of Zhejiang lawyers
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Mr Andy Ho, Deputy Registrar of the High Court (third left, front

row), meets with a group of Beijing lawyers
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2003
=========================�� !=No. of Cases

�� !" �� ��G �� !@ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� NK �� !"#$%&'( 302 173 225 0 250
Criminal �� 

Appeals from the Court of
First Instance

OK �� !"#$%&'( 558 382 436 0 504
�� 
Appeals from the
District Court

��==Sub-total 860 555 661 0 754

�� NK �� !"#$%&'( 938 299 242 804 191
Civil �� 

Appeals from the Court of
First Instance

OK �� !"#$%&'( 124 48 33 59 80
�� 
Appeals from the
District Court

PK �� ! 102 57  41 109 9
Miscellaneous Appeals

��==Sub-total 1 164 404 316 972 280

�� NK �� !"#$%&'(
Criminal �� 2 0 1 0 1

Reviews from the Court of
First Instance

OK �� !"#$%&'( 1 2 1 0 2
�� 
Reviews from the
District Court

PK �� !"#!$%&' 0 2 0 0 2
�� 
Reviews from the
Magistrates' Courts

��==Sub-total 3  4 2 0 5

��= TOTAL 2 027 963 979 972 1 039

��
Appellate

�� !
Review of
Sentences

�=P �� !"# $%&'(

Table 3 CASELOAD OF THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE HIGH COURT
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Table 3 CASELOAD OF THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE HIGH COURT

2004�� V�PM�up to 30 Sept�
�� !=No. of Cases

�� !" �� ��G �� !@ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� NK �� !"#$%&'( 250 97 265 0 82
Criminal �� 

Appeals from the Court of
First Instance

OK �� !"#$%&'( 504 328 668 0 164
�� 
Appeals from the
District Court

��= Sub-total 754 425 933 0 246

�� NK �� !"#$%&'( 995 219 156 842 216
Civil �� 

Appeals from the Court of
First Instance

OK �� !"#$%&'( 139 25 21 61 82
�� 
Appeals from the
District Court

PK �� ! 118 47 31 122 12
Miscellaneous Appeals

��= Sub-total 1 252 291 208 1 025 310

�� NK �� !"#$%&'( 1 1 2 0 0
Criminal �� 

Reviews from the Court of
First Instance

OK �� !"#$%&'( 2 3 1 0 4
�� 
Reviews from the
District Court

PK �� !"#!$%&' 2 1 3 0 0
�� 
Reviews from the
Magistrates' Courts

��==Sub-total 5 5 6 0 4

��= TOTAL 2 011 721 1 147 1 025 560

��
Appellate

�� !
Review of
Sentences

� �� !"#$%&'()*+'(,-)"#$

Cases brought forward from previous years include cases in progress and inactive cases

G �� �!"#$% L�� !"#$"%$"&'()*(+*,-./0123456078

Cases disposed of refer to appeals/reviews allowed, dismissed, withdrawn, discontinued or abandoned with or without
court order

@ �� !"#$%&'()*+,-.$/012*3456789E�� !"#$%&F�� !"

Inactive cases refer to those having no action (including filing of document or hearing) for one year from the date of last
filing of document
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Table 4 WAITING TIME FOR CASES IN THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE HIGH
COURT

�� !"#$
Waiting Time (days)

�� 2003 2004 2005
Target �� V�PM�� �� !

(as at 30 Sept) (Plan)

�� !=J=�� !"#$%� $ 50 39 37 50
Criminal cases - from setting down of a case to hearing

�� !=J=�� !"#$%&# 90 152 175 150
Civil cases - from application to fix date to hearing
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Table 5 CASELOAD OF THE COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF THE HIGH COURT

2003
�� !=No. of Cases

�� !" �� ��G �� !@ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� �� !"#!$%&'()* 944 1 270 1 260 0  954
Criminal Appeals from Magistrates' Courts

�� NK �� !"#$%&'() 289 163 148 219 85
Civil �� 

Appeals from Labour Tribunal

OK �� !"#$%&'()*+ 103 91 82 63 49
�� 
Appeals from Small Claims Tribunal

PK �� !"#$%&'()* 2 6 8 0 0
�� !"#
Appeals from Minor Employment
Claims Adjudication Board

QK �� ! 4 6 5 0 5
Miscellaneous Appeals

��==Sub-total 398 266 243 282 139

��  TOTAL 1 342 1 536 1 503  282 1 093

�� ! NK �� ! NMT =PPT =PTM M TQ
Criminal Criminal cases

OK �� !"# 0 70 70 0 0
Confidential Miscellaneous
Proceedings

PK �� ! 0 0 0 0 0
Application for Discharge

��= Sub-total 107  407  440 0 74

�� ! NK �� !"# 30 573 4 758 3 033 28 558 3 740
Civil High Court Actions

OK �� ! 13 363 5 584 4 107 11 898 2 942
Miscellaneous Proceedings

PK �� !"#$%&=H 9 681 26 800 26 726 3 589 6 166
Bankruptcy and Companies
Winding-up

QK �� !"# 2 125 1 410 1 117 2 238 180
Personal Injuries Actions

RK �� !=GG 4 046 736 265 3 996 521
Other cases

��= Sub-total 59 788 39 288 35 248 50 279 13 549

��==TOTAL 59 895 39 695 35 688 50 279 13 623

NK �� !" N.A. N.A. 52 711 (1) N.A. N.A.
Interlocutory hearings

OK �� !"# 1 862 1 781 1 805 (2) 261 1 577
Taxation bills

�� ! 5 335 12 569 11 889 (3) 20 5 995
Applications

�� !
Appellate

�� !
First
Instance

�� !
�
Masters
Chambers

�� !
Probate
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Table 5 CASELOAD OF THE COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF THE HIGH COURT

�� !
Appellate

�� !
First
Instance

2004�� V�PM�up to 30 Sept�
�� !=No. of Cases

�� !" �� ��G �� !@ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� �� !"#!$%&'()* 954  950 1 702 0  202
Criminal Appeals from Magistrates' Courts

�� NK �� !"#$%&'() =304 106 98 230 82
Civil �� 

Appeals from Labour Tribunal

OK �� !"#$%&'()*+ 112  45 44 68 45
�� 
Appeals from
Small Claims Tribunal

PK �� !"#$%&'()*+ 0 9 4 0 5
�� !"
Appeals from Minor Employment
Claims Adjudication Board

QK �� ! 5 12 7 2 8
Miscellaneous Appeals

��= Sub-total 421 172 153  300  140

��==TOTAL 1 375 1 122 1 855  300  342

�� ! NK �� ! 74 295 255 0 114
Criminal Criminal cases

OK �� !"# 0 58 58 0 0
Confidential
Miscellaneous Proceedings

PK �� ! 0 0 0 0 0
Application for Discharge

��==Sub-total 74 353 313 0  114

�� ! NK �� !"# 32 298 2 274 1 747 29 716 3 109
Civil High Court Actions

OK �� ! 14 840 2 504 1 897 13 162 2 285
Miscellaneous Proceedings

PK �� !"#$%&=H 9 755 12 012 12 523 5 840 3 404
Bankruptcy and Companies
Winding-up

QK �� !"# 2 418 894 723 2 180 409
Personal Injuries Actions

RK �� !=GG 4 517 440 214 4 350 393
Other cases

��==Sub-total 63 828 18 124 17 104 55 248 9 600

��==TOTAL 63 902 18 477 17 417 55 248 9 714

NK �� !" N.A. N.A. 26 344 (1) N.A. N.A.
Interlocutory hearings

OK �� !"# 1 838 854 816 (2) 292 1 584
Taxation bills

�� ! �� ! 6 015 9 581 8 876(3) 20 6 700
Probate Applications

�� !
�
Masters
Chambers



47High Court�� !

� �� !"#$%&'()*+'(,-)"#$

Cases brought forward from previous years include cases in progress and inactive cases

G �� !"#$%&%'()� *+,-.,/.,012� 342546789&:;<=>?&%'@�

�� !"#$% & !'()*+),-.)/0-& !123� !"#$% & !'(456.76

�� !"#!"$%&'()

Cases disposed of refer to appeals which have been allowed, dismissed, withdrawn, discontinued or abandoned
with or without court order; criminal cases where defendants have been convicted or acquitted; and civil cases
where claims have been successfully made or dismssed after trial or hearing

@ �� !"#$%&'()*+,-.$/012*3456789�� !"#$%&'(�� !"

Inactive cases refer to those having no action (including filing of document or hearing) for one year from the date
of last filing of document

H �� !"#$%&'()*+,&'(-./012�� !�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

Cases include bankruptcy proceedings, companies winding-up proceedings, applications for Interim Order
(Bankruptcy) and applications to set aside Statutory Demands

GG �� !"#$%&'()*+,-./)*-01-2345-678945-:;)*-<=;&>? 

�� !"#��� !"#$%&'()

Other cases include constitutional and administrative law proceedings, admiralty actions, adoptions, bill of sale
registrations, book debt registrations, commercial actions, construction and arbitration cases, matrimonial causes,
probate actions and stop notices

�ENF : �� �!"#$%&'()*+� �!
Note (1) : Cases disposed of refer to interlocutory hearings conducted

�EOF : �� �!"#$%&'()*+ �!
Note (2) : Cases disposed of refer to taxation bills processed

�EPF : �� �!"#$%&'() L�� !"#$%& L�� !"#$%&'()�� !*+,

Note (3) : Cases disposed of refer to grants issued/grants resealed/estates administration completed by the Official
Administrator in summary manner

�� !"#$
Waiting Time (days)

�� 2003 2004 2005
Target �� V�PM�� �� !

(as at 30 Sept) (Plan)

�� !"#$%&=J=�� !"#$%&'()& 120 192 219 180
Criminal Fixture - from filing of indictment to hearing

�� !"#$%&'(=J=�� !"#$%� $ 90 73 145 90
Criminal Running List - from setting down to hearing

�� !"#$%&=J=�� !"#$%&# 180 197 228 180
Civil Fixture - from application to fix date to hearing

�� !"#$%&'(=J=�� !"#$%� $ 90 53 140 90
Civil Running List - from setting down to hearing

�� !"# $%&'()*=J�� !"#$%&'( 90 80 74 90
�� !

Appeals from Magistrates' Courts - from lodging of Notice of
Appeal to hearing

�=S �� !"# $%&'()*

Table 6 WAITING TIME FOR CASES IN THE COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF THE
HIGH COURT


