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This Report highlights the work of the Judiciary in 2003

and the key challenges ahead.

As in the past two years, this Report is divided into three

main parts. Part I reports on the progress of the work of

the Working Party on Civil Justice Reform. Part II gives a

picture of the operation of our court system and its

administration. Part III focuses on our Judges, our staff

and our interface with the community.

The mission of the Judiciary is to maintain an independent

and competent judicial system which upholds the rule of

law, safeguards the rights and freedoms of the individual,

and commands domestic and international confidence.

The courts in the 21st century face exciting challenges in

the administration of justice. Our Judges will continue to

administer the law without fear or favour. They are

competently supported by the staff in the Judiciary

Administration. The Judiciary is an institution which

belongs to and serves the community. We consider it of

the utmost importance that we maintain close links with

court users and the community.

Civil Justice Reform continues to be an important area of

our work this year. The Working Party has considered in

detail the responses received during the consultation

exercise in 2002, and is now preparing its Final Report. I

look forward to receiving its recommendations early next

year.
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The Judiciary is committed to maintaining a fair and

efficient court system for the administration of justice. In

June 2003, the operation of the Registry of the Lands

Tribunal was accredited with the award of an ISO 9001:

2000 Certificate. Our Courts and the Judiciary

Administration will continue to strive to make

improvements in meeting the rising expectations of the

community.

On 1 December 2003, the civil jurisdictional limit of the

District Court was further increased from $600,000 to

$1 million, with a view to enhancing access to justice at

reasonable cost.

On 29 December 2003, the two-year Pilot Scheme for

the Reform of Ancillary Relief Procedures in Matrimonial

Proceedings commenced operation. We hope that the

reformed procedures will improve the efficiency and

reduce the adversarial nature of the existing ancillary relief

proceedings.

I am pleased to see that the Resource Centre for

Unrepresented Litigants commenced operation on 22

December 2003. I am grateful for the hard work of the

Steering Committee on the Resource Centre for

Unrepresented Litigants in bringing the project to fruition.

I hope you will enjoy reading this Report and that you will

have a better understanding of our work.

We are determined to ensure that the rule of law will

continue to thrive in our community. We are committed

to meeting the challenges ahead and the community's

expectations.

Andrew Li

Chief Justice
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