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The Chief Justice and Mr Patrick Li, Chief Magistrate (second right, front row), with Magistrates
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Lobby of a Magistrates' Courts
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MAGISTRATES' COURTS

The Chief Magistrate is the Court Leader and heads the
Principal Magistrates, Magistrates and Special Magistrates.
Special Magistrates deal with minor offences such as illegal
hawking and traffic offences. Their jurisdiction is generally

limited to a maximum fine of $100,000.

A court hearing in Magistrates’ Courts
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The Magistrates’ Courts exercise criminal jurisdiction over a
wide range of indictable and summary offences. Although
there is a general restriction of two years' imprisonment, and
a fine of $100,000 for indictable offence, there are a number
of provisions which empower Magistrates to impose
sentences up to three years’ imprisonment and fines up to
$5,000,000.

All criminal prosecutions must commence in the Magistrates’
Courts. The Secretary for Justice may apply to have a case
transferred to the District Court or committed to the Court

of First Instance of the High Court direct depending on the
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Western Magistrates’ Courts (left) will merge with Eastern
Magistrates’ Courts (right)

seriousness of the charge. Committal to the Court of First
Instance for trial will be made under the following

circumstances:

() the Magistrate, after hearing evidence in a preliminary
inquiry, considers that there is sufficient evidence to put
the defendant on trial before a jury;

(i) the defendant elects to have an automatic committal
instead of a preliminary inquiry; or

(i) the Magistrate decides to transfer the case under the

Complex Commercial Crimes Ordinance.

Currently, there are nine Magistrates’ Courts located
throughout the territory: two on Hong Kong Island, three in
Kowloon and four in the New Territories. The Western
Magistrates’ Courts will cease operation on 2 January 2004.

All cases will be transferred to the Eastern Magistrates’ Courts.
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Members of the Legislative Council visit the Magistrates’ Courts and meet with the Chief Magistrate
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A Juvenile Court in Magistrates’ Courts

CHINESE COURT

In order to meet the needs of the court users and to facilitate
greater use of Chinese in court proceedings, a pilot scheme
on “Chinese Trial Court” was initially launched in North
Kowloon Magistrates’ Courts and Shatin Magistrates’ Courts
to test the feasibility of using Chinese as the medium in trials
and in preparing reports. The scheme has proved to be
successful and has been extended to all Magistrates’ Courts
since February 2002. Today, about 70% of the trials heard in

the Magistrates’ Courts are conducted in Chinese.

JUVENILE COURT

The Juvenile Court has jurisdiction to hear charges against
children and young persons under the age of 16, except
homicide. It also has jurisdiction to grant care and protection

orders in respect of young persons under

the age of 18.
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A witness room in Magistrates’ Courts

HHA L B
Registry of Magistrates’ Courts

REGISTRIES OF MAGISTRATES’
COURTS

The Registries of Magistrates’ Courts are responsible for the
filing of charges and summonses and maintaining court

records. They also provide support services to the Magistrates.

To provide better service to court users and to shorten waiting
time for the payment of fines in Magistrates’ Courts, a pilot
scheme on “Innovative Network Link™ was introduced in
Kowloon City, Shatin, Tsuen Wan and Fanling Magistrates’
Courts. The courts and the accounts offices are linked,
whereby the fines ordered by the court can be instantaneously
captured on-line, so that the accounts office can arrange
collection of payment of fines in parallel. The scheme is being
reviewed and if proved successful, it will be extended to other

Magistrates’ Courts.
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The Chief Magistrate and Mr Miao Xiaobao, Director of the Justice Bureau of Shanghai

h R % & R K B8

CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

The caseload in the Magistrates’ Courts in 2003 is expected
to be reduced by 5% as compared with that in 2002. This is
mainly due to a significant reduction in cases of anti-litter

notices.

The target waiting times of all types of cases are generally

met.

EOWLOGH CITY LAW COURTS NUILDING
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Mr Ernest Michael Lin, Principal Magistrate of Kowloon City Magistrates' Courts (fifth left, front row), and (second row) Magistrates:
Mr Stephen Smout, (fourth left), Mr Colin Richard Mackintosh (fifth left), Mr Denis Lau (fifth right), Mr Johnny Chan (fourth right)

with a delegation of Guangdong Judges
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2002
Z4EE No. of Cases

B R BERY  FAPIET SFEETP
Brought forward Filed Disposed of  Inactive In progress
from previous years
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FHEELs 19 337 57 640 57 827 917 18 233
Charge Case
NRER 8271 12 223 12 209 25 8 260
Hawker Case
BAIEERAABER 38564 138466 145854 469 30 707

Departmental & Private Summonses

RBEPNHER 2041 2459 2 466 71 1963
Driving-Offence Points Summonses

TR (RBER) BR 628 859 954 3 530
Fixed Penalty Summonses (Traffic)

TR (DR RERT) ER* 0 53 35 0 18
Fixed Penalty Summonses (Public Cleanliness Offences)

MEEFBRNEC 8279 13165 12917 130 8397
Miscellaneous proceedings issued

BN R EER 2791 14115 15 385 720 801
Anti-litter notices issued

TREIRS (RBEH) 11 368 58 406 60 592 0 9182
Fixed Penalty Notice (Traffic)

ERERS (RFHITRFFRET) 0 619 412 0 207
Fixed Penalty Notice (Public Cleanliness Offences)

&5t TOTAL 91279 298 005 308 651 78 298

2003 (EZ 9 A 30 H up to 30 Sept)
KHHE No. of Cases

B X Y BER*  FAPIET SFEETP
Brought forward Filed Disposed of  Inactive In progress
from previous years

%9 BAE BRI
fPIDSER  CASELOAD OF THE MAGISTRATES’ COURTS

2003 (£ 9 A 30 H up to 30 Sept)
KHHE No. of Cases

B X R BER* O FARPIEF FETP
Brought forward Filed Disposed of  Inactive In progress
from previous years

ERIR (DR RFERT) ER* 18 142 88 0 72
Fixed Penalty Summonses (Public Cleanliness Offences)

MEREFRNEC 8527 9910 10 206 171 8 060
Miscellaneous proceedings issued

LR EEERE 1521 3376 3932 682 283
Anti-litter notices issued

TREIRS (X@Eh) 9182 41991 42 976 0 8197
Fixed Penalty Notice (Traffic)

TRERST (AR RFFET) 207 1427 1429 0 205
Fixed Penalty Notice (Public Cleanliness Offences)

&%t TOTAL 80 633 211981 210451

* RS FR R AR IEF AP IERFGETHRRMA - W T EREEAGFENRA
Cases brought forward from previous years refer to cases in progress and inactive cases and do not include cases having been archived
* BERBIEWEAWTITE TEHFETF R R B BBEAE WL B GI%R
Disposed of refers to cases where defendants have been convicted/acquitted/hearings concluded /applications granted/refused/withdrawn/
strike out
# EREA IR E R R — KRR XA 2 AREET—F A - I (BIFXRZ X FeA) 178
Inactive refers to those having no action (including filing of document or hearing) for one year from the date of last filing of document
*  EREEIA (DR IRFIEIT) RO —EE_FAH_++HENE B —FTE_F+ HENMAUTEE R
The Fixed Penalty (Public Cleanliness Offences) Ordinance came into operation on 27.5.2002 and such figures are included from July of 2003
onwards
@ BoETE=FEMABETENFF
From 2003 the cases filed includes ex-parte applications
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(P1DIS0)  WAITING TIME FOR CASES IN THE MAGISTRATES’ COURTS
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HEELs 19 150 44 428 43 867 994 18 717
Charge Case
NRER 8285 8306 8291 36 8264
Hawker Case
BAIEERAABER 31176 99 442 96 579 524 33515

Departmental & Private Summonses

ZBEPMDER 2034 2432 2501 49 1916
Driving-Offence Points Summonses

ERER REh) g% 533 527 582 3 475
Fixed Penalty Summonses (Traffic)

Waiting Time (days)
BiZ 2002 2003 2004
Target (B@E9A30AL (&)
as at 30 Sept) (Plan)
B REHAZEMA 50 46 49 50
Summonses From plea to date of trial
BREM HEHAZEENA
Charge cases | From plea to date of trial
- WEAEMNEN 30-45 25 30 30-45
Cases involving defendants in custody
- HEABRBERENEN 45-60 31 36 45-60
Cases involving defendants on bail
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