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Reform of the Civil
Justice System in
Hong Kong
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The Honourable Chief Justice appointed a Working Party in

February 2000 to review the rules and procedures of the High

Court in civil proceedings and to recommend changes with a

view to ensuring and improving access to justice at reasonable

cost and speed. Having deliberated on the matter, the

Working Party published an Interim Report and Consultative

Paper on Civil Justice Reform in November 2001 for extensive

consultation. Members of the legal profession, court users,

interested parties and organisations, and the general public

were invited to give views on the 80 reform proposals

contained in the Consultative Paper.

THE CONSULTATION EXERCISE

Following the official launch of the consultation exercise in

November 2001, a seven-month consultation period ensued

ending on 30 June 2002. The Working Party received a total

of 96 responses from various sectors of the community,

including the Hong Kong Bar Association, the Law Society of

Hong Kong, legal professionals, interested organisations like

the Consumer Council, the Hospital Authority, the Hong Kong

Mediation Centre, the Hong Kong Institute of Arbitrators,

and members of the public.

PREPARATION OF THE FINAL REPORT

It is clear from the responses received during the consultation

exercise that reforms need to be introduced to our civil justice

system. Having studied the feedback and comments gathered

during the consultation in detail, the Working Party held a

series of meetings in 2003 to deliberate on the specific

recommendations to be made to the Chief Justice. The

Working Party is now finalizing a comprehensive Final Report,

setting out its deliberations and specific recommendations

for reform, for submission to the Chief Justice. It is expected

that the Working Party's Final Report will be published in

early 2004.
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WORKING PARTY ON CIVIL JUSTICE
REFORM

The Working Party has the following members -

The Hon Mr Justice Chan, Permanent Judge of the Court of

Final Appeal (Chairman)

The Hon Mr Justice Ribeiro, Permanent Judge of the Court of

Final Appeal (Deputy Chairman)

The Hon Mr Justice Ma, Chief Judge of the High Court (as

from 18 August 2003)

The Hon Mr Justice Rogers, Vice-President of the Court of

Appeal

The Hon Mr Justice Seagroatt, Judge of the Court of First

Instance (until 17 August 2003, appointment terminating

upon retirement from the Bench)

The Hon Mr Justice Hartmann, Judge of the Court of First

Instance

The Hon Madam Justice Chu, Judge of the Court of First

Instance

Mr Ian Wingfield, Law Officer (Member of the Department

of Justice appointed in consultation with the Secretary for

Justice)

Mr Chan Shu-ying, Director of Legal Aid

Mr Ambrose Ho, S.C. (since 3 December 2001, Barrister

appointed in consultation with the Chairman of the Bar

Association)

Mr Patrick Swain (Solicitor appointed in consultation with

the President of the Law Society)

Professor Michael Wilkinson, University of Hong Kong

Mrs Pamela Chan, Chief Executive of the Consumer Council

Deputy Judge Poon, Deputy Judge of the Court of First

Instance (Secretary)

Mr K H Hui, Magistrate (Research Officer)
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