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T h e  M i s s i o n  o f  t h e

Judiciary is to maintain

a n  i n de p e n de n t  a n d

competent judicial system

which upholds the rule

of law, safeguards the

rights and freedoms

of the individual, and

commands domestic and

international confidence.
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At the opening ceremony of each Legal Year, the Mace is carried

by the mace-bearer preceding the Honourable Chief Justice.

Before the change of sovereignty, the Mace was a symbol of the

Royal authority with the butt end bearing the crown.  Since 1 July

1997, the crown has been replaced by the emblem of the Hong Kong Special

Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China.

The Mace symbolises the office of the Honourable Chief Justice and of the institution

of the independent Judiciary upholding the rule of law.
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CEREMONIAL OPENING OF THE LEGAL YEAR

"Justice should not only be done but should be manifestly seen to be done."

The Ceremonial Opening of the Legal Year serves to strengthen among the community

the importance of an independent Judiciary with its mission in upholding the rule of law,

safeguarding the rights and freedoms of individuals, and commanding domestic and

international confidence.

The ceremonial opening has a long history dated back to the early years of the

20th century.  It is usually held on a Monday in January each year and is attended by all

Judges and Judicial Officers, Law Officers, legal practitioners and distinguished guests.

The ceremony is preceded by an inspection by the Chief Justice of a Guard of Honour.

At the ceremony, the Chief Justice, the Secretary for Justice, the Chairman of the

Hong Kong Bar Association and the President of the Law Society of Hong Kong

deliver addresses.
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FOREWORD
This Report highlights the work of the Judiciary

in 2002 and the key challenges ahead.

Like last year's report, this Report is again divided

into three main parts.  Part I reports on the

progress of the work of the Working Party on

Civil Justice Reform.  Part II gives a picture of

the operation of our court system and its

administration.  Part III focuses on our judges,

our staff and our interface with the community.

The mission of the Judiciary is to maintain

an independent and competent judicial system

which upholds the rule of law, safeguards

the rights and freedoms of the individual,

and commands domestic and international

confidence.

Civil Justice Reform continues to be an important

area of our work this year.  The consultation

exercise on the Interim Report and Consultative

Paper concluded in June 2002, and the Working

Party has received 96 responses.  The Working

Party is now considering the views gathered.

I look forward to receiving recommendations

from the Working Party in 2003.

The courts in the 21st century face exciting

challenges in the administration of justice.  The

Judiciary is an institution of government that

belongs to and serves the community.  We must

maintain a fair and efficient court system for the

administration of justice.  In 2002, legislation

which provides for a leapfrog procedure for

certain types of civil appeals to the Court of Final

Appeal from the Court of First Instance was

introduced.  A Pilot Scheme for the Reform of

Ancillary Relief Procedures in Matrimonial

Proceedings was devised, and action is in hand

to launch the pilot scheme in the Family Court in

the next few months.  The Registry of the Small

Claims Tribunal was accredited with ISO 9001:

2000.  Our Courts and the Judiciary Administration

will continue to strive to make improvements in

meeting the rising expectations of the community.

Our judges will continue to administer the law

without fear or favour.  They are competently

supported by the staff in the Judiciary

Administration.  And being an institution which

belongs to and serves the community, we

consider it of the utmost importance that we

maintain close links with court users and the

community.  One focus of our work in this regard

in 2002 was the setting up of a Steering

Committee on the Resource Centre for Litigants

in Person.  I understand that the work of the

Steering Committee has reached an advanced

stage, and I look forward to receiving its

Report in 2003.

I hope you will enjoy reading this Report and that

you will have a better understanding of our work.

We are determined to ensure that the rule of

law will continue to thrive in our community.

We are committed to meeting the challenges

ahead and the community's expectations.

Andrew Li

Chief Justice
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