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JUDICIAL STUDIES BOARD

The Judicial Studies Board (JSB) was set up in

1988 to plan and co-ordinate training

programmes for the continual development

of Judges and Judicial Officers at all levels.  It

is made up of a Full Board and an Executive

Committee, served by a small secretariat

which provides administrative support.

Appointment to the JSB is made by the Chief

Justice once every two years from the

following courts: the Court of Appeal of the

High Court, the Court of First Instance of the

High Court, the District Court and the

Magistrates’ Courts.  Apart from Judges and

Judicial Officers, members also include the

Judiciary Administrator, a representative each

from the Department of Justice, the Hong

Kong Bar Association and the Law Society of

Hong Kong and a professor from each of the

law schools of the two local universities.

The composition of the Executive Committee

is the same as that of the Full Board, except

that members from outside the Judiciary

are excluded.

The terms of reference of the Judicial Studies

Board are as follows :

• To devise programmes for the induction of

new holders of judicial office

• To advise the Chief Justice how he might

best use a system of judicial studies in

respect of the appointment of Judges; the

matching of judicial resources to demands;

and the creation of opportunities for

changes of work

• To run training programmes

CONTINUAL DEVELOPMENT OF
JUDGES AND JUDICIAL OFFICERS

Professional Training

Professional training is an important

component of judicial training.  The JSB

recognises the need to provide training on

law and legal developments to Judges and

Judicial Officers.  To this end, on-going efforts

are directed towards developing dedicated

training programmes to strengthen civil and

criminal training.  The visit to the UK JSB

undertaken by the Hon Mr Justice Keith JA

in July 2001 was a step towards achieving

this goal.

Commencing from 2002, Judges and Judicial

Officers will be considered for sponsorship to

pursue part-time LLM Degree courses and

other law-related studies at the University

of Hong Kong and the City University of

Hong Kong.
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The Chief Justice shows interest in the new technology to be used in the courtroom
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The Hon Mr Justice Yeung, Judge of the Court of First Instance,

speaks at the Seminar on Information Technology
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The Information Technology Seminar is well received
among Judges and Judicial Officers
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Each year, a comprehensive induction course

is organised for newly appointed Magistrates.

Topics include introduction of various tribunals

and specialised courts, conduct of criminal

trials, important aspects of civil procedures,

preparation of statement of findings and

reasons for sentence, handling litigants in

person, judicial ethics, sentencing principles

and work management.

In 2001, the Magistrates’ Induction Course

was organised on two Saturdays, with three

tagged-on evening seminars focusing on

intellectual property and the internet, unfair

and unconscionable contracts, as well as

negotiation / mediation skills.  The course

was extended to serving Deputy Magistrates

for the first time and the response was

most enthusiastic.

Apart from induction / refresher programmes,

seminars were held to enhance the

professional skills of Judges and Judicial

Officers.  Examples in 2001 included the

Magistrates’ Sentencing Conference in

February, the Seminar on Unfair and

Unconscionable Contracts in May and the

District Court Sentencing Conference

in December.
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Language Training

Language courses are designed to equip

bilingual Judges and Judicial Officers with the

skills of conducting court hearings in Chinese

and preparing and delivering Chinese

judgments.

Altogether, two Putonghua courses and one

Cantonese course were organised in 2001.

A Practical Chinese Writing Refresher Course

was also organised in February / March 2001.

In August 2001, a group of 11 bilingual

Judges and Judicial Officers attended a four-

week residential Chinese Judgment Writing

Course at the Tsinghua University, Beijing.

At Tsinghua, grammar in Modern Chinese

was taught as foundation and techniques

in writing different kinds of judgments were

included.  The course also imparted various

important ways of rhetoric, enabling

participants to understand and write

legal documentation correctly in Chinese.

Introductions on various aspects of Chinese

Law were given and participants were also

required to take individual Putonghua lessons

on a one-to-one basis.
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The Hon Mr Justice Yeung, Judge of the Court of
First Instance (left), gains hand-on experience on
the software
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Judges and Judicial Officers listen with interest
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INTERFACE WITH OTHER
JURISDICTIONS

International Conferences and Visits

The JSB is keen in exposing itself to and cross-

fertilising with other jurisdictions.  Judges and

Judicial Officers attend conferences overseas

to present papers from time to time.

Moreover, Judges and Judicial Officers

regularly visit other common law judiciaries

to learn about their judicial systems, court

operations and judicial studies.

In 2001, Judiciary representatives attended

conferences in Singapore, the Hague,

Vancouver, Sydney, Canberra and Melbourne.

Visits were also made to the Family Court of

Australia, the Supreme Court and the District

Court of New South Wales.

Local Seminars involving

Non-HK Speakers

To keep Judges abreast of international legal

developments, eminent overseas speakers

who are senior judicial officers from various

common law jurisdictions are regularly invited

to give lectures to Judges and Judicial Officers

in Hong Kong. There were two such seminars

in 2001.

Information Technology Training

In keeping with the information age,

it is considered necessary to bring Judges

and Judicial Officers on board the latest

development and technologies in the

information technology (IT) field.  To introduce

to Judges and Judicial Officers the full range

of IT resources available, and to stimulate

their interest as well as enhance their skills in

using IT, an Information Technology Seminar

was organised on October 27, 2001.  The

seminar was very well received.

Local Seminars

Apart from professional seminars, other

topical seminars are organised from time to

time to provide Judges and Judicial Officers

with the knowledge to cope with new

management initiatives and changing

developments in the community.  Some topics

covered in 2001 were Mandatory Provident

Fund, road traffic offences, intellectual

property, negotiation and mediation skills,

and Mental Health Ordinance.
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Airport Command Post
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The Chief Justice and Judges at the lecture by the Rt Hon
Sir Thomas Eichelbaum, Non-permanent Judge of
the Court of Final Appeal
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The Rt Hon Sir Thomas Eichelbaum, Non-permanent Judge
of the Court of Final Appeal, talks on “Genetic Engineering
– the New Zealand Experience”
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Exchange with the Mainland

Since the return of sovereignty in 1997 and

under the present regime of “one country,

two systems”, there has been an increasing

interface between the Mainland and the SAR

on the economic, social and cultural fronts.

This has in turn given rise to a pressing need

for more exchanges with the Mainland, to

enhance mutual understanding of the two

judicial systems.

For the third time running, a nine-day law

course for 15 monolingual Judges and Judicial

Officers was organised at the Tsinghua

University in Beijing in September 2001.

Various Chinese laws ranging from the

Constitution through Criminal and Civil Law

and Procedure, to Administrative Law were

covered.  As participants’ feedback was

unanimously positive, organisation of the

course will continue in 2002.  In November

2001, seven Judges and Judicial Officers

visited Shanghai to attend a Seminar on the

Comparison of the Legal Systems of Mainland

China and Hong Kong with reference to

World Trade Organisation.
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Led by the Chief Judge of the High Court (second left), Judges and Judicial Officers

attend the “Seminar on the Comparison in Legal Systems between
Mainland China and Hong Kong 2001 – Shanghai” in Shanghai

JSB NEWSLETTER

Commencing in December 2000, a JSB

Newsletter was published by electronic means

once every two months for the information

of all Judges and Judicial Officers.  The

Newsletter provides timely and useful

information on judicial  training and

development.  It also serves as a forum for

Judges and Judicial Officers to exchange views

and offer suggestions.
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(From left): Principal Magistrate Mr Andrew Ma Hon-cheung, Registrar Queeny
Au-Yeung, H H Judge Yung, the Hon Mr Justice Leong, the Hon Mr Justice Woo,
the Hon Mr Justice Gall and Deputy Judge Wong of District Court


