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TRIBUNALS AND
SPECIALISED COURT

There are four tribunals and one specialised

court under the purview of the Judiciary,

namely, the Lands Tribunal, the Labour

Tribunal, the Small Claims Tribunal, the

Obscene Articles Tribunal, and the Coroner’s

Court.  The Lands Tribunal, headed by a

President who is a Judge of the Court of First

Instance of the High Court, comprises three

Presiding Officers who are District Court

Judges, and one Member who is a land

valuation surveyor.  The other Tribunals and

the Coroner’s Court are under the purview

of the Chief Magistrate.

LANDS TRIBUNAL

The Lands Tribunal has unlimited jurisdiction

to determine the amount of compensation

payable by the Government and others to a

person whose land is compulsorily resumed

or has its value reduced because of public and

private developments.  In the exercise of its

jurisdiction, it has the same powers to grant

legal and equitable remedies as the Court of

First Instance of the High Court.

The Lands Tribunal has appellate jurisdiction

over determinations by the Commissioner of

Rating and Valuation, the Director of Lands

and the Director of Housing.  These include

appeals in respect of Government rent and

rates payable under the Government Rent

(Assessment and Collection) Ordinance and

the Rating Ordinance, and appeals against

assessment of the prevailing market value of

a property under the Housing Ordinance.

U n d e r  t h e  L a n d l o rd  a n d  Te n a n t

(Consolidation) Ordinance, the Lands

Tribunal may make orders for possession

and consequential relief, grant a new tenancy

and determine the prevailing market rent.

The Lands Tribunal also has jurisdiction to

hear and determine disputes specified under

the Building Management Ordinance, which

includes the appointment or dissolution of a

management committee, the interpretation

and enforcement of the Ordinance, and

of the terms and provisions in a deed of

mutual covenant.

Parties may appoint counsel or solicitors

to appear before the Tribunal or appear

in person.
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THE LANDS TRIBUNAL REGISTRY

The Registry of the Lands Tribunal is

responsible for the filing and maintenance of

documents in connection with cases handled

by the Tribunal.  It also provides support

to the Presiding Officers and Member of

the Tribunal.

Upon computerisation of the Registry of the

Lands Tribunal, the networking among

various levels of court has been established.

It facilitates document filing, retrieval and

sharing of on-line information, updating

of l ist ing services, recording of fees

and payments.  It also enhances case

management, thus contributing to the better

administration of justice.

To save users’ queuing time, a self-service

counter has been set up in the Registry to

provide forms and guidelines on the filing

procedures.  A new queuing system has been

put in place to streamline the applications for

the purpose of providing more efficient

services from the counter.

The Lands Tribunal Interactive Voice Response

System has been enhanced to provide a

24-hour enquiry service on hearing details of

cases e.g. date, time and court number

through the telephone.
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With effect from April 2001, an arrangement

has been made with the Rating and Valuation

Department to have their staff stationed in

the Lands Tribunal to provide on-the-spot

enquiry service.  The service assists members

of the public in following the application and

opposition procedures regarding disputes

over re-possession of domestic premises for

non-payment of rent and new tenancy.

CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

The Lands Tribunal recorded a sl ight

increase in caseload in 2001 as compared to

that in 2000 due to an increase in tenancy

cases, compensation cases and building

management cases.  For 2001, the waiting

times for al l  types of cases are well

within targets.
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An officer from Rating and Valuation Department

answers public enquiries concerning tenancy matters in the
Lands Tribunal
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� �� !"#$%&'()*"#$+,-./&'*0"#$
Cases brought forward from previous years refer to cases in progress and do not include cases inactive

* �� !"#$/�� !/�� !"#� !
Disposed of refers to appeals allowed/appeals dismissed/trials or hearings concluded

# �� !"#�$%/�� !"#$%&'()*
Inactive refers to those having no further action after filing of the originating application/appeal

@ �� !"#$%�&'()#
“Compensation cases” “include” “Miscellaneous reference applications”

Ω ��  !"#$%&'()
Figures are included from 2001 onwards

– �� 
Not Applicable
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The Labour Tribunal is headed by a Principal

Presiding Officer and comprises 12 Presiding

Officers.  In addition, two night courts are

manned by a number of Deputy Presiding

Officers on a roster basis.

The night courts are convenient alternatives

for court users of simple cases who cannot

avail themselves of attending hearing in the

daytime.  Night hearings facilitate such court

users in better deployment of their time and

help reduce disruption caused to their work

or business.

THE LABOUR
TRIBUNAL REGISTRY

The Registry of the Labour Tribunal is

responsible for handling all claims filed with

the Tribunal.  It also provides support to the

Presiding Officers and Tribunal Officers.

To improve services to the court users, the

filing of claims has been computerised.  The

system with indexing and searching function

facilitates case filing, information retrieval,

booking of interpreters, sharing of on-line

information, updating of listing, recording of

fees and payments.  The system also enhances

case management thus contributing to better

administration of justice.

THE LABOUR TRIBUNAL

The Labour Tribunal provides a quick,

inexpensive and informal method of resolving

disputes between employees and employers.

There is no upper limit to the amount which

may be claimed in the Tribunal but it has to

be over HK$8,000.  Cases with the claim

amount of HK$8,000 or less per claimant

and where the total number of claimants in a

claim is not more than 10 are generally

dealt with by the Minor Employment

Claims Adjudication Board of the Labour

Department.

The Labour Tribunal deals with claims arising

from breach of contract of employment, such

as, wages in lieu of notice of termination,

terminal payment for unreasonable dismissal,

arrears of wages, severance pay, long service

payment, annual leave pay, statutory holiday

pay, sickness allowance, maternity leave pay

and year-end payment.  Hearings are informal

and are mostly conducted in Chinese.  Legal

representation is not allowed.

The Labour Tribunal is located at the Pioneer

Centre in Mong Kok with both day courts and

night courts in operation.  In addition, three

day courts are operating in the Eastern Law

Courts Building.
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� �� !"#$%&'()*"#$+,-./&'*0"#$
Cases brought forward from previous years refer to cases in progress and do not include cases inactive

* �� !"#$/�� !/�� !
Disposed of refers to successful claims/claims dismissed/hearings concluded

# �� !"#$%&'()*+,-.
Inactive refers to those having no action (including filing of document or hearing) for one year from the date of last filing
of document
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The Interactive Voice Response System in the

Labour Tribunal provides 24-hour telephone

booking of appointments.  It will be enhanced

to provide a 24-hour telephone enquiry

service on hearing details and payment status

by early 2002.

To enable applicants to complete the process

of filing claims at the same counter, multi-

purpose counters have been set up at the

Registry to provide a one-stop service.  In

addition, a video on the operation of the

Labour Tribunal has been produced.  Users of

the Labour Tribunal are welcome to view the

video in the hall, which gives them an idea of

the full process of a case from filing to

conclusion at the hearing.

CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

The caseload in 2001, in terms of number of

cases, is projected to be about the same

level of that filed in 2000.  The Mandatory

Provident Fund Scheme implemented in

December 2000, the sharp economic

downturn and upsurge in bankruptcy cases

lead to the increase in the number of group

cases with multi-claimants for the Labour

Tribunal in the year 2001.  With the provision

of the two night courts and three additional

day courts, the target waiting time in 2001 is

well within target.
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Tribunal Officer briefs student visitors on the work of the Labour Tribunal
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SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL

The Small Claims Tribunal provides a simple,

inexpensive and informal procedure to deal

with monetary claims not exceeding HK$50,000.

The major categories of claims include debts,

service charges, damage to property, sale of

goods and consumer claims. Hearings are

informal and are conducted mostly in Chinese.

Legal representation is not allowed.  Claimants

may appear in person or, with the permission of

the Tribunal, authorise a representative (other

than a lawyer) to appear on his behalf.

The Tribunal is headed by a Principal Adjudicator

and comprises six Adjudicators with seven courts

in operation.

Under the guidance of an Adjudicator, the

Tribunal Officer assists parties in sorting out issues

and negotiating settlement. Unsettled claims will

be tried by the Adjudicators in due course.

THE SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL
REGISTRY

The Registry of the Small Claims Tribunal handles

all documents filed in connection with the claims

and provides support service to the Adjudicators.

Striving to improve the quality of services

rendered to the users, a pilot Quality

Management System leading to the certification

of ISO 9001 was launched in the Small Claims

Tribunal Registry in July 2001. It is expected that

the implementation of the proposed Quality

Management System will significantly improve

its performance and provide efficient and

effective services to satisfy the needs of its users.

By attaining the specific quality standards, the

Registry will be able to gain local and

international recognition of its performance

through certification from the ISO 9001

Certification Authority. It is expected that the

pilot project will be completed by March 2002.
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CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

After a 12% increase in the caseload in 2000

due to the increase in the jurisdictional limit

from HK$15,000 to HK$50,000, the caseload

in 2001 started to level off.  It is projected

that the caseload in 2002 will increase

moderately having regard to the unfavourable

economic climate.  As for the court waiting

time, it is well within target in the year

of 2001.

�� !"#$%

�� !"#$%&'()!*+,15 000

�� !50 000�� !2000�� !"

�� 12%�� !"#$%&2001��

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-.

2002�� !"#$%&�'()2001�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !"#$%&'($%)*+,-./0123456789:;<=>?@
Acting Principal Adjudicator of the Small Claims Tribunal, Mr Pang Chung-ping,

(fourth right first row), receives visitors from Macau
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OBSCENE ARTICLES TRIBUNAL

The Obscene Articles Tribunal has jurisdiction

to determine whether an article is obscene

or indecent, or whether a matter publicly

displayed is indecent.  It has power to classify

an article as Class I (neither obscene nor

indecent); Class II (an indecent article); or

Class III (an obscene article).  Articles

submitted for determination or classification

are mainly magazines, comic books, video

cassette tapes, and laser discs.  An author,

printer, manufacturer, publisher, importer,

distributor or copyright owner may submit

articles to the Tribunal for classification.

The Tribunal is presided by a Magistrate, who

sits with two or more adjudicators for interim

classification purposes and at least four

adjudicators at full hearings to review the

interim classification of articles, or to

reconsider previously classified articles.  As at

September 30, 2001, there are a total of 111

adjudicators on the panel.

THE OBSCENE ARTICLES
TRIBUNAL REGISTRY

The Registry of the Obscene Articles Tribunal

is responsible for processing the applications

for classification and determination.  It also

assists in manning the repository and

arranging adjudicators to attend court

hearings and classification.

CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

As more articles were seized in the first half

of 2001, it is projected that the number of

art ic les referred to the Tr ibunal for

determination will increase by 70% in 2001

as compared to that of 2000.  However, the

target waiting time is generally met in 2001.
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� �� !"#$%&'()*"#$+,-./&'*0"#$
Cases brought forward from previous years refer to cases in progress and do not include cases inactive

* �� !"#$�%
Disposed of refers to death inquests concluded

# �� !"#$%&'()*+,-.
Inactive refers to those having no action (including filing of document or hearing) for one year from the date of last filing
of document
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CORONER’S COURT

Coroners are empowered to investigate

reportable deaths occurring in Hong Kong.

An inquest must be held in respect of deaths

in official custody, as directed by the Court

of First Instance or requested by the Secretary

for Justice.

The prime purpose of an inquest is to ascertain

the circumstances surrounding a particular

death.  If appropriate, the Court may make

recommendations to prevent a repetition of

the fatality under investigation.

At present, there are two Coroners presiding

at the Coroner’s Courts situated at the Eastern

Law Courts Building.

THE CORONER’S COURT

REGISTRY

The Registry of the Coroner’s Court is

responsible for handling and maintaining

records and documents of cases heard in the

courts.  The Registry in the Coroner’s Court

has been computerised since February 2000.

CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

It is estimated that the caseload of the

Coroner’s Court will remain steady in 2001.

The target waiting time in 2001 can generally

be met.


