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MAGISTRATES’ COURTS

The Magistrates’ Courts exercise criminal

jurisdiction over a wide range of indictable

and summary offences.  Although there

is a general restriction of two years’

imprisonment, and a fine of HK$100,000

for indictable offence, a growing number

of ordinances give Magistrates the power

to impose sentences up to three years’

imprisonment and fines up to HK$5,000,000.

All criminal prosecutions must commence in

a Magistrate Court.  The Secretary for Justice

may apply to have a case transferred to the

District Court or committed to the Court of

First Instance depending upon its seriousness.

Defendants may elect to have a preliminary

inquiry before being committed to the

Court of First Instance.  A case can also be

transferred to the Court of First Instance by a

Magistrate under the Complex Commercial

Crimes Ordinance.

The Chief Magistrate is the court leader

of the Magistrates, comprising Principal

Magistrates, Magistrates and Special

Magistrates.  Special Magistrates deal with

minor offences such as hawking and traffic

offences.  Their jurisdiction is specified in

their warrant of appointment.

There are nine Magistrates’ Courts located

throughout the territory: two on Hong Kong

Island; three in Kowloon; and four in the

New Territories.
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The prosecution counsel makes final submission
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The prosecution counsel presents the facts of the case
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The Chief Justice and Mr Patrick Li, Chief Magistrate (fifth left, first row) with the Magistrates

�� !"#$%&'()*+
Mr Tallentire, Principal Magistrate, sits in a court hearing
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JUVENILE COURT

The Juvenile Court, presided by Magistrates,

has jurisdiction to hear charges against

children and young persons under the age of

16, except homicide.  It has jurisdiction to

make care and protection orders in respect

of young persons under the age of 18.

PILOT SCHEME ON
CHINESE COURT

At present, about 70% of trials in the

Magistrates’ Courts are conducted in Chinese.

To meet the needs of the court users, a pilot

scheme on Chinese Trial Court was launched

in North Kowloon Magistrates’ Courts and

Shatin Magistrates’ Courts in July 2000 and

March 2001 respectively.  The scheme aims

to test the feasibility of using Chinese as the

medium in trials and in preparing reports.  The

pilot scheme is constantly under review.

It will be extended to other Magistrates’

Courts shortly.
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The outlook of the new Kowloon City Law Courts Building

NEW MAGISTRATES’ COURTS
BUILDINGS

The new Kowloon City Magistrates’ Courts

commenced operation in July 2001.  It took

over San Po Kong Magistrates’ Courts.  The

opening ceremony of the Kowloon City

Magistrates’ Courts was officiated by

the Chief Justice on October 26, 2001.

The new Fanling Magistrates’ Courts will be

ready for operation in mid-2002.  The new

court building will be equipped with

modern communication network and office

automation devices to cater for the needs of

court users.  Digital audio recording system,

audio-video presentation facilities, close

circuit TV system for vulnerable witnesses,

simultaneous interpretation facilities and an

improved electronically controlled security

system are installed in the courts.
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The Juvenile Court
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The Chief Justice officiates at the Opening Ceremony of

the Kowloon City Law Courts Building
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REGISTRIES OF
MAGISTRATES’ COURTS

The Registries of Magistrates’ Courts are

responsible for the filing of charges and

summonses and maintaining court records.

They also provide clerical support to

the Magistrates.

CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

The caseload in 2001 is estimated to be

reduced by some 10% as compared to that

in 2000.  This is mainly due to a slight drop in

hawker cases and fixed penalty notices.  For

2001, the waiting times of all types of cases

are well within targets.
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The Registry and Accounts Office of the Kowloon City Magistrates’ Courts
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A witness room in Magistrates‘ Courts
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The main entrance of the new Kowloon City

Law Courts Building
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Cases brought forward from
previous years refer to cases in
progress and do not include
cases inactive
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Disposed of refers to cases
where defendants have been
convicted/acquitted/hearings
concluded
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Inactive refers to those having
no action (including filing of
document or hearing) for one
year from the date of last filing
of document


