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The objectives of the Judicial Studies Board (JSB)
are to provide judges and judicial officers (JJOs) with
high_quality training to upgrade their professional
skills, to equip them with knowledge and expertise
on the latest technologies and legal development, and
to expose them to learning and experience of other
jurisdictions.

In 2000, the JSB organised/co_ordinated over 60
major training programmes for JJOs.  The four_week
Chinese Language Training Course organised with
the Tsinghua University in Beijing was run the second
time in August 2000 for a total of 10 JJOs.  The JSB
also pioneered two other Tsinghua Law Courses,
respectively in April and October 2000, for a total of
31 monolingual JJOs.  Feedback from the participants
was very positive.  We shall continue with both kinds
of courses in 2001 and 2002.  Our aim is that all JJOs
will have the opportunity of being trained at one of
the Mainland's most prestigious universities.

Cross_fertilisation with other jurisdictions also took
place.  In April 2000, a panel of seven distinguished
judges and lawyers led by The Hon Justice Clifford
Wallace of the United States Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeal visited the High Court and gave a seminar
on case management.  The seminar took the lively
format of a short presentation, followed by a dynamic
group demonstration.  A total of 91 JJOs attended
the session.  In June 2000, at the invitation of the
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Hon Chief Justice, The Rt Hon Madam Chief Justice
Beverley McLachlin of the Supreme Court of Canada
gave a lecture to over 190 JJOs and members of the
legal profession at our High Court Building.

In August 2000, a number of our colleagues gave talks
in seminars organised by the two branches of the
profession on the newly introduced procedure to cater
for the increased civil jurisdiction of the District
Court.  The welcome to the Judiciary's participation
was evident from the capacity attendance by members
of the profession.

As we enter the 21st Century, the JSB has attempted
to keep pace with the new era of information
technology by beginning to disseminate notices and
circulars to JJOs by electronic means from 1 June
2000.  This effective mode of communication has
been well received by our colleagues, and we take
satisfaction in knowing that we are making a small
contribution to help protect our environment.

Since I become Chairman of the JSB in January 1999,
I have seen and been impressed by the perseverance
and efforts of JJOs in their quest for continuous
learning.  In the remaining tenure of my office, I shall
do my utmost to make sure that the JSB will rise to
the challenges ahead and respond promptly and
positively to the ever_changing training needs of our
JJOs.

K H Woo
Justice of Appeal of the Court of Appeal
of the High Court
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JUDICIAL DEVELOPMENT AND
INTERFACE WITH OTHER JURISDICTIONS

JUDICIAL STUDIES BOARD

The Judicial Studies Board (JSB) was set up in 1988

to plan and co_ordinate training programmes for the

continual development of judges and judicial officers

at all levels.  The JSB, made up of a full Board and an

Executive Committee, is served by a small secretariat

which provides administrative support.

Apart from judges and judicial officers from the

Court of Appeal and the Court of First Instance of

the High Court, the District Court and the

Magistrates' Courts, the full Board comprises the

Judiciary Administrator and representatives from the

Department of Justice, law schools of the two local

universities, the Hong Kong Bar Association and

the Law Society of Hong Kong.

The terms of reference of the Judicial Studies Board

are as follows:

�To devise programmes for the induction of new

holders of judicial office.

�To advise the Chief Justice how he might best use

a system of judicial studies in respect of the

appointment of judges; the matching of judicial
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District Court Sentencing Conference chaired by The
Hon Mr Justice Stuart_Moore (middle), The Hon
Mr Justice Mayo (left), Vice_Presidents of the Court
of Appeal; and The Hon Mr Justice Wong, Justice of
Appeal of the Court of Appeal (right)
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Seminar on Personal Injury Actions chaired
by The Hon Mr Justice Keith, Justice of
Appeal (middle), The Hon Mr Justice
Seagroatt (left) and Justice Suffiad (right),
Judges of the Court of First Instance
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INTERFACE WITH OTHER JURISDICTIONS

resources to demands; and the creation of

opportunities for changes of work.

�To run training programmes.

Conferences, seminars, talks, visits and various

training courses are organised by the JSB on an

on_going basis to equip judges and judicial officers

with the necessary knowledge and skills to cope with

changing times, as well as to keep them up_to_date

with new technology, management initiatives and

legal developments in other jurisdictions.

Training programmes organised by the JSB in 2000

can be broadly categorised as follows:

(1) Professional Training:

This includes annual Induction and Refresher

Course for Magistrates, law course at the

Tsinghua University for monolingual judges and

judicial officers, seminars on a

variety of subjects such as

sentencing,  vendor  and

p u r c h a s e r  s u m m o n s e s ,

personal  injury act ions,

Electronic  Transact ions

Ordinance, District Court

(Amendment) Ordinance,

B u i l d i n g  M a n a g e m e n t
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Judges and judicial officers with professors
of the Tsinghua University after completing
a law course on the PRC legal and judicial
system
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Ordinance, Mental Health Ordinance and Town

Planning (Amendment) Ordinance.

(2) Language Training:

This includes in_house Putonghua courses,

Chinese Writing workshops and a residential

4_week language course on writing of judgment

in Chinese at the Tsinghua University for

bilingual judges and judicial officers.

(3) Topical Training:

This includes seminars on subjects such as

commercial fraud, computer crime and computer

forensics, electronic evidence

discovery, supply and use

o f  i l l i c i t  f u e l ,  e q u a l

opportunities, intellectual

property, textiles export

JUDICIAL DEVELOPMENT AND
INTERFACE WITH OTHER JURISDICTIONS
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lawyers conducting a seminar on case management
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control, food and environmental hygiene, and

border district management.

(4) Local Visits:

This includes visits to the Securities and Futures

Commission, Independent Commission Against

Corruption, Social Welfare Department

correctional/residential homes, Correctional

Services Department establishments, Chung

Ying Street (with focus on border district

management) ,  and Customs & Excise

Department depots.

EXCHANGES WITH OTHER

JURISDICTIONS, INCLUDING WITH

THE MAINLAND

The JSB is keen to liaise and network with

other jurisdictions to derive optimal benefits

from exposure and cross_fertilisation.

In 2000, a total of 13 judges and judicial

officers participated in 10 international

conferences in Singapore, Australia, United

JUDICIAL DEVELOPMENT AND
INTERFACE WITH OTHER JURISDICTIONS
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States, Canada and South Africa.  Wherever possible,

they took the opportunities to also visit the overseas

courts and to engage in useful discussions with their

counterparts on matters of judicial interest.

In the past year, the JSB has received a number of

dist inguished overseas  vis i tors  and made

arrangements for them to meet members of the

Judiciary.  In April 2000, a 7_member delegation from

the United States led by The Hon J. Clifford Wallace

of the United States Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals

gave an instructive and thought_provoking lecture

on case management to our judges and judicial

officers.  In June 2000, The Rt Hon Madam Chief

Justice Beverley McLachlin of the Supreme Court of

Canada visited High Court and delivered a talk to

an audience of some 190 participants comprising

members of the Judiciary and the legal profession. In

November, The Rt Hon Lord Millett gave a lecture

on 'Ramsay comes to Hong Kong'. The lecture was

attended by more than 140 judges and members of

the legal profession.
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Lecture by Lord Millett
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At the invitation of the JSB, The Rt Hon Lord Justice

Mantell from the United Kingdom visited Hong Kong

for a week in November to help design a dedicated

training programme for judges and judicial officers

handling criminal proceedings.

JSB LIBRARY

Publications and seminar materials pertaining to

overseas conferences and local seminars are kept in

the JSB Library for reference by judges and judicial

officers. The library also maintains a collection of

audio and video tapes of all in_house training

programmes. Access to these materials is by means of

the in_house Legal Reference System.
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Types of Training Activities No. of Activities in 2000

Professional training

Language training

International conferences / visits

Local seminars involving non_HK speakers

Local in–house topical seminars

Local visits

Local seminars organised by outside organisations

      Total


