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TRIBUNALS AND SPECIALISED

COURT

There are four tribunals and one specialised court

under the purview of the Judiciary, namely, the Lands

Tribunal; the Labour Tribunal; the Small Claims

Tribunal; the Obscene Articles Tribunal; and the

Coroner's Court.  The Lands Tribunal, headed by a

President who is a judge of the Court of First Instance

of the High Court, comprises two Presiding Officers

who are District Court Judges, and one Member who

is a land valuation surveyor.  The other Tribunals

and the Coroner's Court are under the purview of

the Chief Magistrate.

LANDS TRIBUNAL

The Lands Tribunal has unlimited jurisdiction as to

compensation claimed; and, in the exercise of its

jurisdiction, has the same powers to grant legal and

equitable remedies as the Court of First Instance of

the High Court.
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To improve services to the public, enquiry counter ticket dispenser and
smart_queue system are installed in Lands Tribunal
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The Lands Tribunal determines compensation

payable by the Government and others to persons

whose land is resumed or reduced in value because of

public and private development.

The Lands Tribunal has appellate jurisdiction over

determinations by the Commissioner of Rating and

Valuation and the Director of Housing.  These include

appeals in respect of rateable values under the Rating

Ordinance; appeals against certificates of increase in

rent and other determinations under the Landlord

and Tenant (Consolidation) Ordinance; and appeals

against assessment of the prevailing market value of

a property under the Housing Ordinance.

Under the Landlord and Tenant (Consolidation)

Ordinance, the Lands Tribunal may make orders for

possession and consequential relief, grant a new

tenancy and determine the prevailing market rent.

The Lands Tribunal also hears and determines matters

specified under the Building Management Ordinance

including the appointment or dissolution of

management committee, the interpretation and

enforcement of the Ordinance and of the terms and

provisions in a deed of mutual covenant.

U n d e r  t h e  L a n d  ( C o m p u l s o r y  S a l e  f o r

Redevelopment) Ordinance, the Tribunal hears

applications for an order for the sale of all the

undivided shares in a certain lot for the purposes of

the redevelopment of the lot.

Parties may appoint counsel or solicitors to appear

before the Tribunal or appear in person.

�� !"#$%&'()* +,

�� !"#$%�&'!()*+

�� !"#$%#$&'()*+

�� !"

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !""#$%&""#'()

�� !"#$%&�� !"#�

�� !"#$%&'()*�� 

�� �� !�� �� !"#

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !�� !"#�� !"#

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !

�� !"#$%&�� !"#��

���� �� !"#$%&'(

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !"#$%

�� !"# $�� !"#$%&

�� !"#$%&'()*+"#

�� !"#$%&#'()*+,

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !"#$% &'()

���� �� !"#$%&'()

�� �� !"#$%&'()�

�� !"#$%&'()*+,"

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� !"#�$%

�� !"#$%&'()*+,-

�� �!"#$%&'()*+

63



� �  ! " #

H O N G  K O N G  J U D I C I A R Y

THE LANDS TRIBUNAL REGISTRY

The Registry of the Lands Tribunal is responsible for

the filing and maintenance of documents in connection

with cases handled by the Tribunal.  It also provides

support to the Presiding Officers and Member of the

Tribunal.

The computerisation of the Registry of the Lands

Tribunal, which is part of the Judiciary Information

Systems Strategy Phase III projects has been completed

in September 2000.  Upon computerisation, the

networking among various levels of court is achieved.

The system provides indexing and searching functions,

facilitates document filing and retrieval as well as

sharing of on_line information, updates listing services,

records fees and payments.  The system enhances case

management, thus contributing to earlier resolution of

cases.

Since November 2000, a "self_service" counter has been

set up in the Lands Tribunal Registry providing forms

and guidelines on filing procedures to members of the

public.  A new queuing system has been put in place in

the Lands Tribunal to streamline the applications for

the purpose of providing more efficient services from

the counter.

In addition, the Lands Tribunal Interactive Voice

Response System (IVRS) was enhanced in December

2000 to provide a 24_hour enquiry on the  hearing

details of cases e.g. date, time and court number through

the telephone.

CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

The Lands Tribunal recorded decrease in caseload since

1997.  It is projected that the caseload may further

reduce by 8% in 2000 as compared to that in 1999.

This is mainly due to a slight drop in appeal cases and

tenancy cases.  The waiting times for all types of cases

were well within targets.
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Table 11 CASELOAD OF THE LANDS TRIBUNAL
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2000�� 9 �  30� up to 30.9.2000�
�� ! No. of Cases

�� !� �� �� G �� ! @ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� ! 289 256 369 154  240
Appeals

�� ! 19 7 6 5 25
Compensation cases

�� !"#$ 269 304 237 228 362
Building management cases

�� ! 3 060 3 308 2 717 1 661 4 039
Tenancy cases

�� !"#$%� 2 0 1 0 3
Lands compulsory sale applications

�� ! 13 45 11 38 33
Miscellaneous reference applications

�� = TOTAL 3 652 3 920 3 341 2 086 4 702

1999
�� ! No. of Cases

�� !� �� �� G �� ! @ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� ! 173 683 349 218 289
Appeals

�� ! 21 8 0 10 19
Compensation cases

�� !"#$ 260 397 134 254 269
Building management cases

�� ! 3 512 4 509 2 912 2 049 3 060
Tenancy cases

�� !"#$%� 0 4 0 2 2
Lands compulsory sale applications

�� ! 17 32 12 24 13
Miscellaneous reference applications

�� ==TOTAL 3 983 5 633 3 407 2 557 3 652
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THE LABOUR TRIBUNAL

The Labour Tribunal provides a quick, inexpensive

and informal method of resolving disputes between

employees and employers.  There is no upper limit to

the amount which may be claimed in the Tribunal

but it has to be over $8,000. Claims with amounts of

$8,000 or less are generally dealt with by the Minor

Employment Claims Adjudication Board of the

Labour Department.

The Labour Tribunal deals with claims arising from

the breach of a term of contract of employment; such

as claims for wages in lieu of notice of termination of

contracts of employment; for arrears of wages,

severance pay, long service payment, sickness

allowance and maternity leave pay.  Hearings are

informal and are mostly conducted in Chinese.  Legal

representation is not allowed.

� NO �� !"#$%&'()
Table 12 WAITING TIME FOR CASES IN THE LANDS TRIBUNAL

�� !�� 
Waiting Time (days)

�� 1999 2000 2001
Target �� 9 � 30 � ��  Plan�

as at 30.9.2000�

�� !"#$%� $
From setting down of a case to hearing

��� ! 100 33 21 80
Appeals

��� ! 100 34 30 80
Compensation cases

��� !"#$ 100 33 26 80
Building management cases

��� ! 60 28 27 60
Tenancy cases
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�� !"#$%&'()*+
Labour Tribunal Officer interviewing claimants

Further to the commencement of evening sittings of

the Labour Tribunal in April 1999, two additional

day courts accommodated in the Eastern Law Courts

Building commenced operation in January 2000.

They have helped reduce the backlog of cases

effectively (from 756 in October 1999 to 426 in

October 2000).

The Labour Tribunal is headed by a Principal

Presiding Officer and comprises 11 Presiding

Officers.

THE LABOUR TRIBUNAL REGISTRY

The Registry of the Labour Tribunal is responsible

for handling all claims filed with the Tribunal.  It

also provides support to the Presiding Officers and

Tribunal Officers.

The computerisation of the Registry of the Labour

Tribunal which is part of the Judiciary Information
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Filing of Claims at Labour Tribunal
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Systems Strategy Phase III projects has been

completed in November 2000.  To improve our

services to the court users, the Interactive Voice

Response System (IVRS) in the Labour Tribunal was

upgraded to enable clients to book, review, cancel

and change an appointment with the Tribunal.  In

addition, callers can also check the hearing details of

cases e.g. date, time and court number, through the

system.  Through interfacing with the Suitors' Funds

Systems, it is intended that the IVRS will provide

clients with payment status of the labour disputes in

mid_2001.

Since September 2000, multi_purpose counters

have been introduced at the Registry of the Labour

Tribunal to provide a one_stop service.  Applicants

can now complete the process of filing claims at

the same counter.

CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

After reaching a record high in the number of cases

received in 1999, the caseload started to level off

and dropped in early 2000.  It is further projected

that the caseload may reduce by some 20% in 2000

as compared to that in 1999.  With the injection

of additional resources to handle the increased

caseload in previous years, the target waiting times

could be met.

�� !"#$%& !'()*+,-.
Mr Michael Wong Yat_ming, Acting Principal Presiding Officer of the Labour Tribunal in a
court hearing
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� NQ �� !"#$%&'()
Table 14 WAITING TIME FOR CASES IN THE LABOUR TRIBUNAL

� NP �� !"#$%&
Table 13 CASELOAD OF THE LABOUR TRIBUNAL

1999
�� ! No. of Cases

�� !� �� �� G �� ! @ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� 642 11 594 11 242 0 994
Cases

�� 0 343 241 0 102
Reviews

�� ==TOTAL 642 11 937 11 483 0 1 096

2000�� 9 �  30� up to 30.9.2000�
�� ! No. of Cases

�� !� �� �� G �� ! @ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� 994 7 329 8 276 0 47
Cases

�� 102 225 177 0 150
Reviews

�� ==TOTAL 1 096 7 554 8 453 0 197

� �� !"#$%&'()*&'+,("#$-./#$0 NVVV �� !"#$
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G �� !"#$ L �� ! L�� !
aáëéçëÉÇ=çÑ=êÉÑÉêë=íç=ëìÅÅÉëëÑìä=Åä~áãëLÅä~áãë=ÇáëãáëëÉÇLÜÉ~êáåÖë=ÅçåÅäìÇÉÇ
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�� !�� 
Waiting Time (days)

�� 1999 2000 2001
Target �� 9 � 30 � ��  Plan�

as at 30.9.2000�

�� !"#$%&'( 30 33 11 20
From appointment to filing of a case

�� !"#$%&'(# 30 25 22 30
From filing of a case to first hearing
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SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL

The Small Claims Tribunal provides a simple,

inexpensive and informal procedure for settling

monetary claims of a lower value.  It hears and

determines claims not exceeding $50,000.  Hearings

are informal and are conducted mostly in Chinese.

Legal representation is not allowed.  Claimants may

appear in person or, with the permission of the

Tribunal, authorise a representative (other than a

lawyer) to appear on his behalf.

The Tribunal is headed by a Principal Adjudicator

and comprises seven Adjudicators.

THE SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL

REGISTRY

The Registry of the Small Claims Tribunal handles

all documents in connection with filing of claims and

provides support to the Adjudicators.

CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

Following the increase in the jurisdictional limit from
$15,000 to $50,000 effective from 19 October 1999,
it is projected that the caseload will increase by about

�� !"#$%&'("#)*+, E�� F�� !"#$%
Mrs Katina Levy, Acting Principal Adjudicator of the Small Claims Tribunal (eighth right), with Kwun Tong District
Council members

�� !"#$%&'("#)*+, E� F�� !"#�$%
Mrs Katina Levy, Acting Principal Adjudicator of the Small Claims Tribunal (left),
meeting with Kwun Tong District Council members
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15% in 2000 as compared to that in 1999.  The rate
of increase is however lower than the original estimate
of 50%.  We would continue to monitor the trends
closely.  The target waiting time was generally met.

� NS �� !"#$%&'()*+
Table 16 WAITING TIME FOR CASES IN THE SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL

� NR �� !"#$%&'(
Table 15 CASELOAD OF THE SMALL CLAIMS TRIBUNAL

1999
�� ! No. of Cases

�� !� �� �� G �� ! @ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� 41 505 57 442 57 891 5 990 35 066
Claims
�� 0 67 67 0 0
Reviews

�� ==TOTAL 41 505 57 509 57 958 5 990 35 066

2000�� 9 �  30 � up to 30.9.2000�
�� ! No. of Cases

�� !� �� �� G �� ! @ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� 35 066 48 679 49 515 8 139 32 081
Claims
�� 0 176 176 0 0
Reviews

�� ==TOTAL 35 066 48 855 49 691 8 139 32 081

� �� !"#$%&'()*&'+,("#$-./#$0 NVVV �� !"#$
qÜÉ=ÑáÖìêÉë=ÄêçìÖÜí=Ñçêï~êÇ=Ñêçã=éêÉîáçìë=óÉ~êë=êÉÑÉê=íç=Å~ëÉë=áå~ÅíáîÉ=~åÇ=áå=éêçÖêÉëëK=fí=áë=íÜÉ=Ñáêëí=óÉ~ê=íç=Å~íÉÖçêáëÉ
íÜÉ=Å~ëÉë=ÄêçìÖÜí=Ñçêï~êÇ=áåíç=áå~ÅíáîÉ=~åÇ=áå=éêçÖêÉëë=áå=NVVV

� �� !"#$%&'()*"#$+,-./&'*0"#$
`~ëÉë=ÄêçìÖÜí=Ñçêï~êÇ=Ñêçã=éêÉîáçìë=óÉ~êë=íç=OMMM=êÉÑÉê=íç=Å~ëÉë=áå=éêçÖêÉëë=~åÇ=Çç=åçí=áåÅäìÇÉ=Å~ëÉë=áå~ÅíáîÉ

�� !�� 
Waiting Time (days)

�� 1999 2000 2001
Target �� 9 � 30 � ��  Plan�

as at 30.9.2000�

�� !"#$%&'(# 60 34 41 60
From filing of a case to first hearing

G �� !"#$ L �� ! L �� !
aáëéçëÉÇ=çÑ=êÉÑÉêë=íç=ëìÅÅÉëëÑìä=Åä~áãëLÅä~áãë=ÇáëãáëëÉÇLÜÉ~êáåÖë=ÅçåÅäìÇÉÇ

@ �� !"#$%&'()*+,-.
få~ÅíáîÉ=êÉÑÉêë=íç=íÜçëÉ=Ü~îáåÖ=åç=~Åíáçå=EáåÅäìÇáåÖ=ÑáäáåÖ=çÑ =ÇçÅìãÉåí=çê=ÜÉ~êáåÖF=Ñçê=çåÉ=óÉ~ê=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=Ç~íÉ=çÑ=ä~ëí=ÑáäáåÖ
çÑ=ÇçÅìãÉåí
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OBSCENE ARTICLES TRIBUNAL

The Obscene Articles Tribunal has jurisdiction to

determine whether an article is obscene or indecent,

or whether a matter publicly displayed is indecent.  It

has power to classify an article as Class I (neither

obscene nor indecent); Class II (an indecent article);

or Class III (an obscene article).  Articles received by

the Tribunal for determination or classification are

principally magazines, comic books, video cassette

tapes, and laser discs of both foreign and local origin.

An author, printer, manufacturer, publisher, importer,

distributor or owner of copyright of an article may

submit it to the Tribunal for classification.

The Tribunal is presided by a Magistrate, who sits with

two or more adjudicators for interim classification

purposes and at least four adjudicators at full hearings to

review the interim classification of articles, or to

reconsider previously classified articles.  As at 30

September 2000, there are a total of 112 adjudicators

on the panel.

THE OBSCENE ARTICLES TRIBUNAL

REGISTRY

The Registry of the Obscene Articles Tribunal is

responsible for processing of applications submitted to

the Tribunal, assisting in manning the repository and

arranging adjudicators to attend court hearings and

classification.

CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

The Tribunal recorded a significant decrease in

number of articles for determination in the first nine

months of 2000.  It is noted that fewer articles were

seized and referred to the Tribunal for determination.

The court waiting times were within targets.
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Table 17 CASELOAD OF THE OBSCENE ARTICLES TRIBUNAL

1999
�� ! No. of Cases

�� !� ��� �� G �� ! @ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� !"#$%&'() 4 917 617 670 603 938 0 18 649
Articles for determination
�� !"#$%&' 6 2 686 2 661 0 31
Articles for classification
�� !"#$%& 0 18 18 0 0
Articles for review
�� !"#$%&'( 0 0 0 0 0
Articles for reconsideration

�� ==TOTAL 4 923 620 374 606 617 0 18 680

2000�� 9 �  30 � up to 30.9.2000�
�� ! No. of Cases

�� !� ��� �� G �� ! @ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� !"#$%&'() 18 649 87 742 98 832 0 7 559
Articles for determination
�� !"#$%&' 31 1 800 1 829 0 2
Articles for classification
�� !"#$%& 0 18 18 0 0
Articles for review
�� !"#$%&'( 0 1 0 0 1
Articles for reconsideration

�� ==TOTAL 18 680 89 561 100 679 0 7 562

� NU �� !"#$%&'()*+
Table 18 WAITING TIME FOR CASES IN THE OBSCENE ARTICLES TRIBUNAL

�� !�� 
Waiting Time (days)

�� 1999 2000 2001
Target �� 9 � 30 � ��  Plan�

as at 30.9.2000�

�� !"#$%&'�()'�(*+,-./0 21 18 19 21
�� !
From referral by a magistrate to commencement of determination of
the subject matter of a court case
�� !"#$%&' 5 1 1 5
From receipt of application to classification
�� !"#$%� – – 31 21
From receipt of application to review
�� !"#$%&'� – – 20 21
From receipt of application to reconsideration
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CORONER'S COURT

Coroners are empowered to investigate deaths

occurring in Hong Kong or outside Hong Kong if the

body is brought into the territory.  An inquest must

be held in respect of an individual who dies in official

custody or when an inquest is directed by the High

Court or requested by the Secretary for Justice.

The prime purpose of an inquest is to ascertain the

circumstances surrounding a particular death.  If

appropriate, the Court may make recommendations

designed to prevent a repetition of the fatality under

investigation.

At present, there are three Coroners on the

establishment.

THE CORONER'S COURT REGISTRY

The Registry of the Coroner's Court is responsible

for handling and maintaining records and documents

of cases heard in the court.

The computerisation of the Registry in the Coroner's

Court, which is part of the Judiciary Information

Systems Strategy Phase III projects, has been

completed in February 2000.

CASELOAD AND WAITING TIME

In 2000, it is projected that the caseload would

decrease by some 30% as compared to that in 1999.

The Coroner's Court completed all cases filed in the

year and the court waiting time was within target.
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Table 19 CASELOAD OF THE CORONER'S COURT

1999
�� ! No. of Cases

�� !� �� �� G �� ! @ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� ! �� ! 6 43 43 0 6
Death Inquests With jury

�� ! 21 220 220 0 21
Without jury

�� ==TOTAL 27 263 263 0 27

2000�� 9 �  30� up to 30.9.2000�
�� ! No. of Cases

�� !� �� �� G �� ! @ �� !"
Brought forward Filed Disposed of Inactive In progress

from previous years

�� ! �� ! 6 29 27 0 8
Death Inquests With jury

�� ! 21 106 115 0 12
Without jury

�� ==TOTAL 27 135 142 0 20
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G �� !"#$%&'
aáëéçëÉÇ=çÑ=êÉÑÉêë=íç=ÇÉ~íÜ=áåèìÉëíë=ÜÉäÇ

@ �� !"#$%&'()*+,-.
få~ÅíáîÉ=êÉÑÉêë=íç=íÜçëÉ=Ü~îáåÖ=åç=~Åíáçå=EáåÅäìÇáåÖ=ÑáäáåÖ=çÑ=ÇçÅìãÉåí=çê=ÜÉ~êáåÖF=Ñçê=çåÉ=óÉ~ê=Ñêçã=íÜÉ=Ç~íÉ=çÑ =ä~ëí=ÑáäáåÖ=çÑ =ÇçÅìãÉåí

�� !�� 
Waiting Time (days)

�� 1999 2000 2001
Target �� 9 � 30 � ��  Plan�

as at 30.9.2000�

�� !"#$%&'(�)*+,-.�/0(1 42 65 41 42
�� !"#$%&'�� !"#$%&�� !
From receipt by the Coroner of a completed death report or the
expiry of the period prescribed for the receipt of any
representation (whichever date is later) to hearing
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