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Ceremonial Opening
of the Legal Year

[TERRITALE  BEREHEEHE “Justice should not only be done but should be
BEABRERRITALE - | manifestly seen to be done.”

RMRTEEFEMRREE > BWRREENE The Ceremonial Opening of the Legal Year serves to
BB S » EHeR R AT S E T & strengthen among the community the importance of

an independent Judiciary with its mission in
ENER - AHRAREMBARMOEGR upholding the rule of law, safeguarding the rights and
#HE LS - REAAZENNESR  REEBHE freedoms of individuals, and commanding confidence
FIEIE A+ 58 T SIS S (E o within and outside Hong Kong.

The ceremonial opening has a long history dated back
E 7 =3 pre EYEEE , Arie W
ARFERBABNELRERE - TR to the early years of the 20th century. It is usually held

EoTHEYE  HREBBEEEESF - on a Monday in January each year and is attended by

AR —EEH—E  FELERIEA all Judges and Judicial Officers, Law Officers, legal
’ practitioners and distinguished guests.
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The ceremony is preceded by an inspection by the Chief Justice of a
Guard of Honour. At the ceremony, the Chief Justice, the Secretary for
Justice, the Chairman of the Hong Kong Bar Association and the
President of the Law Society of Hong Kong deliver addresses.

At the opening ceremony of each Legal Year, the Mace is carried by the
mace-bearer preceding the Honourable Chief Justice.

Before the change of sovereignty, the Mace was a symbol of the Royal
authority with the butt end bearing the crown. Since 1 July 1997, the
crown has been replaced by the emblem of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region of the People's Republic of China.

The Mace symbolises the office of the Honourable Chief Justice and of
the institution of the independent Judiciary upholding the rule of law.
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