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BHER Magistrates’ Courts

BBHERFERHABHERES  BERHHE The Chief Magistrate is the Court Leader and
M EERHE  BUENEERYE 2SR heads the Principal Magistrates, Magistrates and
- e e Special Magistrates. Special Magistrates deal with
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minor offences such as illegal hawking and traffic
offences. Their jurisdiction is generally limited to a
maximum fine of $100,000.
BHERNMNERAEEBRERRSZ FREESH

AARETNEERERT  —R= BY¥ERE The Magistrates’ Courts exercise  criminal
R R B S T 51 5 B S R S SR 0 jurisdiction over a wide range of indictable and
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summary offences. In general, the jurisdiction is

a maximum of two years' imprisonment and a fine
B AT Y| B A A, T Sk == .
RAHER=F ANARERERL008T of $100,000. There are a number of provisions

which empower Magistrates to impose sentences
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up to three years' imprisonment and fines up to
RERTHEREN BREBREBEERISEE $5,000,000.
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All criminal prosecutions must commence in the
B 2BAEL YR SHEE BE— Magistrates’ Courts. The Secretary for Justice may

transfer cases to the District Court or the Court of
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First Instance of the High Court depending on the

seriousness of the offence.

Currently, there are seven Magistrates’ Courts
located throughout the territory: one on Hong
Kong Island, two in Kowloon and four in the New

Territories.
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EHEBL fE A X Use of Chinese in the Magistrates’ Courts

At present, about 78% of the trials heard in the
Magistrates’ Courts are conducted in Chinese.
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Juvenile Court

DEERE

The Juvenile Court has jurisdiction to hear charges

DEEEAREEEYE A ENA RNV EIRER against children and young persons under the age
FIEIRTE (B KARTE LN o D ESE FE b RS (L8 of 16, except homicide. It also has jurisdiction
R8BI D F M R RES °

to grant care and protection orders in respect of

young persons under the age of 18.

HYERWEKE General Offices of Magistrates’ Courts

YN ARES S EEER A SN AR The General Offices of Magistrates’ Courts are
5 BRI B 048 o A B B Y responsible for the filing of charges and summonses
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and maintaining court records. The Court Clerks

provide support services to the Magistrates.
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INFORMATION & G :NERAL OFFICI
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Information and General Office of Magistrates” Courts
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In January 2004, a Quality Management System
was introduced to the General Offices and Court
Support Services of the Magistrates’ Courts. Their
work was accredited with the award of an 1SO
9001:2000 Certificate in March 2005 with due
compliance in 2006 upon passing of the ISO
annual surveillance audit checks. Work processes
and operating procedures of the Magistrates’
Courts are documented and services provided
are standardised. Through the certification, the
performance of the General Offices and Court
Support Services in the Magistrates’ Courts is well

recognised outside the Judiciary.

To provide better service to court users and to
shorten waiting time for the payment of fines in
Magistrates’ Courts, the pilot scheme of “Innovative
Network Link” was first introduced to the Kowloon
City, Shatin, Tsuen Wan and Fanling Magistrates'
Courts in 2004, and extended to all Magistrates’
Courts in 2005. Court users can now benefit
from the linking up of the courts and the accounts
offices, whereby the fines ordered by the court can

be captured on-line, so that the accounts office can

deal with payment of fines instantaneously.
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Lobby of a Magistrates' Courts
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Caseload and Waiting Time

The caseload in the Magistrates’ Courts in 2006
remains steady as compared with that in 2005.
The average waiting time for charge cases with
defendants in custody can be met and that for
charge cases with defendants on bail is close to
the target. The waiting time for summonses is
improving. The Judiciary will make every effort to

improve the court waiting time.
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Table 9
R ) N
Brought forward 3 FES FREAFIET  ERAAEITH
from Filed Disposed of Inactive  In progress
previous years

Pl E 20 150 50536 51192 1012 18 482
Charge Case
AN ES 8333 12161 12176 70 8248
Hawker Case
HHEERMAER 44 591 153 892 155 349 829 42 305
Departmental & Private Summonses
TBEGMDER 2107 3258 3123 43 2199
Driving-Offence Points Summonses
ERIIA (RBEM) BRE 592 855 880 4 563
Fixed Penalty Summonses (Traffic)
ERIA (AR RFRT) ER 148 499 518 3 126
Fixed Penalty Summonses (Public Cleanliness Offences)
HERFEAE 7 467 13187 13970 504 6180
Miscellaneous proceedings
ERPIEANE 567 2 038 2105 259 241
Departmental Notice
ERERT BES) 9622 59358 59103 0 9877
Fixed Penalty Notice (Traffic)
TSRS (DB TRERIT) 298 3103 3 003 1 397
Fixed Penalty Notice (Public Cleanliness Offences)

A% TOTAL 301 419
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Table 9
2006 (BIZ9A30Hup to 30 Sept)
REHHE No. of Cases
FEEEET
Brought forward 3 i SIS SIS
from Filed Dlsposed of Inactive  In progress
previous years

pHlEEE 19 494 34776 34166 1032 19 072
Charge Case
NERZEH 8318 8 747 8745 70 8250
Hawker Case
HHEERBAER 43 134 110411 112 833 894 39818
Departmental & Private Summonses
TBEFNDER 2242 3022 2 607 44 2613
Driving- Offence | Pomts Summonses

ERIR (RBEG) BE 567 728 677 3 615
Fixed Penalty Summonses (Traffic)
ERIR (DR FRFERT) BF 129 412 389 4 148
Fixed Penalty Summonses (Public Cleanliness Offences)
HERFEAE 6 684 9 442 9531 580 6015
Miscellaneous proceedings
ERPYBANE 500 1291 1 441 189 161
Departmental Notice
ERIRS BEH) 9877 48 648 48 594 0 9931
Fixed Penalty Notice (Traffic)
ERRIRS (AR TR FRIT) 398 2 485 2 542 2 339
Fixed Penalty Notice (Public Cleanliness Offences)

A% TOTAL 221 525

K ABEEFHNRARIEFAFUARFAETHINRS  ETEECKBENES

Cases brought forward from previous years refer to cases in progress and inactive cases but do not include cases which have been archived

* BRORMFRESENDRABREARERRIRAESE - UREHIMERFRIUE - TRDE - HERIRHRE
Cases disposed of refer to cases where defendants have been convicted or acquitted after trial or hearing and applications which have been
granted, refused, withdrawn or struck out after hearing

¢ AP LENRERIEERE —RERMFZ B —FA - WEEIMEEEAR A HRATENRN

Inactive cases refer to those having no action (including filing of document or hearing) for one year from the date of last filing of document

* 10

Table 10
WIREER (B)"
Waiting Time (days)
BE 2005 2006 2007
Target (BZE9A30HLE) (F&3t)
(as at 30 Sept) (Plan)
BE HRERAZEMA 50 94 90 50
Summonses From plea to date of trial
ERRY HERBZHENB
Charge cases From plea to date of trial
o HEATEIHNERMS 30-45 44 39 30-45
Cases involving defendants in custody
s HEAEBRBERENERY 45-60 68 64 45-60
Cases involving defendants on bail

* BHER N FHREREEEETE - RIWREFERIE LA ERNWRRSEOTIIRE -

The average waiting time of each Magistrates' Courts varies. The waiting time in the table is an average of the seven Magistrates' Courts.
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