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District Court

The District Court is established under the District
Court Ordinance (Cap. 336). It has both criminal
jurisdiction,

and civil including  matrimonial

jurisdiction.

The District Court is headed by the Chief District
Judge and has an establishment of 33 District
Judges, one Registrar and two Deputy Registrars

(the latter are collectively known as the Masters).

Civil Jurisdiction

The District Court has jurisdiction over civil claims
of the value over $50,000 but not more than
$1 million, unless otherwise provided for by
statute. Where claims are for recovery of land, or
the title to an interest in land comes in question,
the annual rent or rateable value or the annual
value must not exceed $240,000. Apart from the
general civil jurisdiction, the District Court has
exclusive jurisdiction over claims brought under
the Employees' Compensation Ordinance (Cap.
282), tax recovery claims under the Inland Revenue
Ordinance (Cap. 112) and distress of rent under the
Landlord and Tenant (Consolidation) Ordinance

(Cap. 7).
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Plasma monitors displaying the Daily Cause List of the
District Court
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The District Court also has jurisdiction over divorce,
adoption, domestic violence and other family related
matters. The Court may exercise the matrimonial
jurisdiction notwithstanding that the amount of

financial relief claimed is beyond its civil jurisdiction.

Criminal Jurisdiction

The criminal jurisdiction of the District Court
includes all indictable offences, except the most
serious ones such as murder, manslaughter and
rape, as well as summary offences transferred to it
together with an indictable offence. The maximum
term of imprisonment that the District Court can
impose is seven years. Trial in the District Court is

by Judge alone.

Appellate Jurisdiction

The District Court also exercises limited appellate
jurisdiction in hearing appeals from Tribunals
and Statutory Bodies conferred on it under
various ordinances, e.g. the Rating Ordinance
(Cap. 116), the Stamp Duty Ordinance (Cap. 117),
the Pneumoconiosis (Compensation) Ordinance
(Cap. 360) and the Occupational Deafness

(Compensation) Ordinance (Cap. 469).

TE B L T ETHIRR 71
A court hearing at the District Court
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Family Court

The Family Court, which is part of the District
Court, deals specifically with petitions for divorce
or judicial separation and other ancillary matters
under the Matrimonial Causes Ordinance (Cap. 179).
Currently, seven Judges are specially assigned to deal
with family matters. On 1 July 2006, Her Honour
Judge Chu was appointed the Judge-in-charge of the

Family Court to oversee the operation of the Court.

HH Judge Fung, Chief District Judge (sixth right, front row), meets with a delegation from Shenyang Intermediate

People’s Court, PRC
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Mediation Co-ordinator’s Office

The Final Report on the Pilot Scheme on Family
Mediation, prepared by the Hong Kong Polytechnic
University in January 2004, concluded that there
should be a place for mediation in resolving family
disputes in Hong Kong. Having regard to this, the
Judiciary has continued to maintain the Mediation
Co-ordinator’s Office. This Office holds information
sessions on family mediation and assists couples in
seeking family mediators. Although family mediation
services are now provided on a fee-charging basis,
some non-governmental organisations operate
fee exemption and reduction schemes for those
with financial difficulties, such as recipients of
Comprehensive Social Security Assistance or those

with a monthly income of $4,000 or less.
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HH Judge Lok, District Judge (left, front row), meets with a delegation from Wuhan Intermediate People’s Court, PRC
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Since 15 March 2005, the Mediation Co-ordinator’s
Office has extended its services to the interested
parties under the one-year “Pilot Scheme on Legal
Aid for Mediation in Matrimonial Cases” launched
by the Legal Aid Department. Although the Pilot
Scheme has ended, legally-aided cases in which
the applications were made on or before 14 March
2006 can still participate in the Pilot Scheme, and
the service of the Mediation Co-ordinator’s Office

continues to be available to them.

From January to September 2006, a total of 129
information sessions were held and attended by 408
persons. 113 cases have been referred to mediators,
96 of which have completed the mediation process,
with 51 and 14 reaching full or partial agreement

respectively. The success rate is 68%.

EEEAEREHESH [ R ELELE Ry ZE
District Judges and Magistrates participate in an experience-sharing session on
"Work in the Family Court"
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Pilot Scheme for the Reform of
Ancillary Relief Procedures

in Matrimonial Proceedings

in Hong Kong

On the recommendation of a Working Group
chaired by the Hon Mr Justice Hartmann, a
Pilot Scheme for the Reform of Ancillary Relief
Procedures in Matrimonial Proceedings (“the Pilot
Scheme”) was introduced in the Family Court since
29 December 2003. The Pilot Scheme aims to
encourage the parties to reach settlement and to
reduce unnecessary costs, delays and stress during
the proceedings. It was originally intended to be
operated for two years, but has been extended

by one year to end December 2006 so that more

relevant data could be collected for an evaluation.

The reformed procedures may be divided broadly
into three phases, each phase concluding with a
‘milestone’” court hearing. Phase One commences
with the filing of an application for ancillary
relief and concludes with the holding of the First
Appointment. Phase Two proceeds from the First
Appointment and concludes with the Financial
Dispute Resolution (FDR) hearing. Phase Three
proceeds from the FDR hearing, if that is not fully

successful, and concludes with the trial.

An essential function of the Court at the First
Appointment is to fix a date either for the FDR
hearing or for the trial. In this way, a timetable is set.
At the FDR hearing, the Judge sits essentially in the
role of a ‘conciliator’ or “facilitator’ to assist the parties
to settle their financial dispute. At the end of the
FDR hearing, the court may make any appropriate
consent orders. If no settlement is reached, the

court will then fix a date for trial (by another Judge)

and give any further necessary directions.
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The number of First Appointments made in the past
12 months (October 2005 — September 2006) was
4,218 and the overall settlement rate for this period

was 70%.

The Steering Committee on the Pilot Scheme has
been established under the chairmanship of the
Hon Mr Justice Hartmann to monitor the operation
of the Pilot Scheme and to evaluate its effectiveness,
and make recommendations on the way forward

towards the end of the Pilot Scheme.

District Court Registry

The District Court Registry accepts filing of civil
claims by way of writ of summons/originating
summons and other documents in civil and
criminal proceedings. The Listing Office would fix

the hearing dates.
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The Office of Masters' Clerks provides supporting
service to the District Court Masters. A Practice
Master is on duty every day on which the Registry
is open for the purpose of superintending its
operation and giving any direction which may be
required on matters of practice and procedure, as
well as for dealing with ex-parte applications and

to hear urgent applications.

Family Court Registry

The Family Court Registry is responsible for the
filing of petitions and other applications with the
Family Court. The Registry staff also provide
information to litigants, especially those who are
acting in person, on the current practices and

procedures to follow in filing petitions and various

applications.

Caseload and Waiting Time

In 2006, the overall caseload in District Court is
on the increase. Notably, there are more complex
cases listed for trial, which inevitably leads to
a longer court waiting time. The Judiciary will

monitor the court waiting time closely.

For the Family Court, the caseload in 2006 is on the
increase. The target waiting time for both special
procedure cases and defended cases cannot be
met. This is attributed to the increase in the number
of special procedure cases listed. An additional
Family Judge has been assigned since September

2006 to deal with the increasing workload.
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Table 7
AIBEES L . . .
Brought forward ~ #3 S ARRAFPLET  ERAAESTH
from Filed Disposed of Inactive  In progress
previous years
HEEE FERMF 753 1349 1248 66 788
Criminal Jurisdiction Criminal
REEE 1. R=E 9234 6564 4383 6 858 4557
Civil Jurisdiction Civil
2. HFEHZR 18927 10857 10392 11 670 7722
Tax Claim
3. RIEMNTRFE 1322 7453 7419 19 1337
Distress for Rent
4. EEWHERR 1256 1550 1190 241 1375
Employee's Compensation
5. HtpREZ=AT 13 971 5592 3096 3 408 13 059
Other civil cases

6. BEMEERAA

Divorce Jurisdiction

o BRHISZRMF

Cases

o MIERF
Miscellaneous Proceedings
o BEHRRFE
Joint applications
o EERH
Adoption applications

A% TOTAL

ABIRETE
Taxation bills

o BHIE

Divorce

&% TOTAL

30 756

1219

1426

828

787

429

14 956

222

1647

122

50312

587

3383

13 384

66

1489

97

42 764

438

2 499

1765

130

16

327

30 563

1370

1454

837

609

1313
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Table 7
Ek?%fIﬂE* sy e * A A #
Brought forward 23X BER ARRARPLET  ERFAEITH
from Filed Disposed of Inactive  In progress
previous years
il =R 854 869 850 69 804
Criminal Jurisdiction Criminal
REEE 1. BRE 11 415 4903 3219 7 974 5125
Civil Jurisdiction Civil
2. REREBE 19 392 8425 7339 12 771 7 707
Tax Claim
3. RIBMNFRGE 1356 4744 4772 36 1292
Distress for Rent
4. EEWHERR 1616 1368 1112 296 1576
Employee's Compensation
5. HEfpRERME 16 467 4784 2548 3 964 14 739
Other civil cases

6. BEIGERAA
Divorce Jurisdiction

o BRIEZRMF

Cases

o MR
Miscellaneous Proceedings
o BEHERFE
Joint applications
o REHHE
Adoption applications

&5 TOTAL

AAEREFE
Taxation bills

« RE
Civil

o BHIE
Divorce

&5 TOTAL
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1375

1584

853

936

1313

2249

12373
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87 89 5 846
39048, 33 164 26 565 66 559

482

3189

3671

11 868

39

1328

321

2728

3049 ?

1326

120

436

0

436

31507

1510

1453

661

1774

2435
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AR F R RIS RAAT IR RAEITR R
Cases brought forward from previous years refer to cases in progress and inactive cases

* BRORFRERSARERRIRAESE - UREFNRIRE KR RR R R RO R
Cases disposed of refer to those where defendants have been convicted or acquitted and those where claims have been successfully made
or dismissed after trial or hearing

# AREAP LR RIS A RE A2 BB —F A - WREM (BIFEXAREH) TR
Inactive cases refer to those having no action (including filing of document or hearing) for one year from the date of last filing of document
+ HORERAEEMIERR  ENIEH (RP) L3RR - PEREFD - ASBSRMF - BEMAE BE) LFR - WERLER (BE) £
FERMERE FRE
Other civil cases include Miscellaneous Proceedings, Stamp Duty (Ordinance) Appeals, Equal Opportunities Actions, Personal Injuries
Cases, Occupational Deafness (Compensation) Appeals, Pneumoconiosis (Compensation) Appeals and Estate Agents Appeals

H ()  ARNRAEECBRERKBESHEESHRNF

Note (1): Cases disposed of refer to Decree Absolute granted and Adoption orders made

F(2)  ARNEHRENERECSTRENRN
Note (2): Cases disposed of refer to taxation bills processed

%* 8
Table 8
WIREFRE(H)
Waiting Time (days)
BiE 2005 2006 2007
Target (BZ9A30H1E) (FE5t)
(as at 30 Sept) (Plan)
MERM - BEAEEBEER B ERIE A 100 112 124 100
Criminal cases - from first appearance of defendants in
District Court to hearing
RERM - B R 2R A 120 120 135 120
Civil cases - from date of listing to hearing
BEUESRM - REQENHRRT E B RIEREI A
Dissolution of marriage - from setting down to hearing
o BRIRRFR 35 29 48 35
Special procedure cases
o BTHRRRN (BH—XHORA) 110 120 124 110
Defended cases (one day hearing)
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