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Reform of the

Civil Justice System
In Hong Kong

(RERDEHIEREIENERESKESE)  Final Report of the Working Party on
P 8 y
i N Civil Justice Reform

RITZEEMNREFEFE  BERSBHD

AHEGEKER  UaENRRER BB{

ENEFERALEE  RELARBRAERN February 2000 to review the rules and procedure

2000 F 2 ARV REBEAHERS THFIE of the High Court in civil proceedings and to

(TR HEZEERERERDWEINRE recommend changes thereto, with a view to

FEFEN TEEBRESE. TEPAD ensuring and improving access to justice at
reasonable cost and speed. The Working Party

FERME  WR 2004 F3ABKRRBREEE

The Chief Justice appointed the Working Party

on Civil Justice Reform (“Working Party”) in

completed the review and published its Final

(RE/RESE)) ° Report in March 2004 (“the Final Report”).

(BRERES) EH 150 BIRZE » BIRITHFHFAR The Final Report makes 150 recommendations

FAE B S ENEITIESE T EEE — involving a number of amendments to existing
procedural rules and practice. The major ones
s FEABFRERRMFLBENEERRER ; include —

the introduction of strict timetables set by the

o LERARFUREBREPILENLE

court for each contested case;

o WEMEMARKBHMNRE - EABRLERA

e streamlining procedures to avoid unnecessary

TEAH -
SR steps in the course of an action;

o RHIEEAMAMABREF EHRBEMRRH EFRAVE * discouraging over-elaborate pleadings, witness

F ; statements and oral evidence;

e limiting the right to take purely procedural

questions on appeal;
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e dealing with simple procedural matters on

paper without the need for a hearing;
* encouraging greater openness between parties;
* encouraging earlier settlements; and

* requiring proper consideration to be given to

alternative means of resolving disputes.

The Final Report and its Executive Summary
have been uploaded onto the dedicated
website of the Civil Justice Reform (“CJR”)
<http://www.civiljustice.gov.hk> for easy access

by members of the public.

Steering Committee on
Civil Justice Reform

In March 2004, the Chief Justice announced his
acceptance of the recommendations in the Final
Report and the establishment of the Steering
Committee on Civil Justice Reform (“Steering
Committee”) to oversee the implementation of the

recommendations of the Final Report on CJR.

The main responsibilities of the Steering

Committee are —

* To oversee the necessary amendments to
relevant primary and subsidiary legislation, and
to amend and where appropriate to draft new

Practice Directions;

¢ To devise training programmes for judges and
administrative staff for the smooth and effective

implementation of the recommendations; and

e To look into the area of information technology
enhancement and infrastructural changes in
due course to ensure that appropriate and

adequate support is in place.
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Consultation Paper on Proposed Legislative Amendments
for the Implementation of the Civil Justice Reform
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In April 2006, the Steering Committee issued
the “Consultation Paper on Proposed Legislative
Amendments for the Implementation of the Civil
Justice Reform”. The legal profession and other
interested parties were invited to give their views
during the three-month consultation period. In
the light of the comments received, the Committee
has reviewed the drafting instructions for the new
draft legislation. It is expected that the necessary

legislation can be introduced during 2007.

In September 2006, the Chief Justice expanded the
terms of reference of the Steering Committee to
oversee the application of the recommendations
of the Final Report to the District Court and the
Lands Tribunal.

Since December 2005, as directed by the Chief
Justice, the Steering Committee has, with the
assistance of Judges at the District Court and the
Lands Tribunal, begun to study the appropriate
application of CJR to the District Court and the
Lands Tribunal.

Judges of the District Court have been appointed
to the Steering Committee. The membership of

the Steering Committee is now as follows —

The Hon Mr Justice Ma, Chief Judge of the
High Court (Chairman)

The Hon Mr Justice Woo, Vice-President of the

Court of Appeal
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The Hon Mr Justice Hartmann, Judge of the

Court of First Instance

The Hon Madam Justice Chu, Judge of the

Court of First Instance

The Hon Mr Justice Barma, Judge of the

Court of First Instance

The Hon Mr Justice Reyes, Judge of the

Court of First Instance

The Hon Mr Justice Fung, Judge of the

Court of First Instance

The Hon Mr Justice Poon, Judge of the

Court of First Instance
HH Judge Lok, Judge of the District Court

HH Judge Au Yeung, Judge of the District Court
and Acting Registrar of the Court of Final Appeal

Mr Justin Ko, Temporary Registrar of the
District Court

A Sub-committee on the District Court, chaired
by the Hon Mr Justice Fung, has been established
under the Steering Committee to oversee the

implementation of CJR in the District Court.

With the substantial changes required to be made
as well as the time required for the legislative
process, information technology enhancement
and infrastructural changes, it is expected to
take about at least three years to implement the

recommendations in the Final Report.
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