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The Hon Mr Justice Chan, Chairman of the Working Party on Civil Justice
Reform (left), and the Hon Mr Justice Ribeiro, Deputy Chairman, hold the
Seminar on Civil Justice Reform
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on Civil Justice Reform

REFORM OF THE CIVIL JUSTICE
SYSTEM IN HONG KONG

The Honourable Chief Justice appointed a
Working Party in February 2000 to review the
rules and procedures of the High Court in civil
proceedings and to recommend changes with
a view to ensuring and improving access to
justice at reasonable cost and speed. Having
deliberated on the matter, the Working Party
published an Interim Report and Consultative
Paper on Civil Justice Reform in November 2001
for extensive consultation. Members of the legal
profession, court users, interested parties and
organisations, and the general public were
invited to give views on the 80 reform proposals

contained in the Consultative Paper.

THE CONSULTATION EXERCISE

The Working Party formally launched the
consultation exercise at a press conference
held on 29 November 2001, which attracted
wide media coverage. A total of 5 000 copies
of the Consultative Paper, 12 000 copies of the
Executive Summary (in Chinese and English
versions) and 550 copies of CD-ROM were
distributed. Copies of the Consultative
Paper were placed as reference papers in
public libraries run by the Leisure and Cultural
Services Department. A dedicated web site
<http://www.civiljustice.gov.nk> was set up for
the consultation exercise to facilitate viewing
and downloading of the Consultative Paper,
and making of responses on any of the reform
proposals. At the close of 30 June 2002, some
40 000 hit rates on visits to various sections of

the web site were recorded.
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The Hon Mr Justice Ribeiro, Deputy Chairman of the Working
Party on Civil Justice Reform, elaborates on the reform
proposals at the Seminar on Civil Justice Reform
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The Working Party held a seminar on Civil Justice
Reform on 5 January 2002. The seminar was
attended by about 450 participants and was well
received. The interested parties, particularly
those in the legal profession, took the opportunity
to seek clarification on the issues raised in the
Consultative Paper and express their views on

the reform proposals.

The Consultative Paper generated active
discussion within the community, especially
within the legal profession. Judiciary Members
of the Working Party accepted invitations to speak
on the reform proposals at various conferences
sponsored by professional bodies such as
the International Conference on Arbitration &
Alternative Dispute Resolution, and the Academy
of Experts Conference on Civil Justice Reform,
as well as seminars organised by bodies like
the Legal Aid Services Council, the Society of
Construction Law Hong Kong and the Hong Kong
Federation of Women Lawyer. Seminars for
Judges and Judicial Officers, as well as internal
briefings for the Judiciary's support staff were
also organised. In addition, Judiciary Members
of the Working Party appeared upon request on
radio programmes to explain certain aspects of

the Consultative Paper to the public.

A five-month consultation period (to conclude
on 30 April 2002) was originally scheduled.
The consultation period was extended until
the end of June 2002 in the light of the request
from the Council of the Hong Kong Bar Association.
Such an extension was made open to all the

other parties.
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After the close of the consultation period which
ended on 30 June 2002, the Working Party
received a total of 96 responses from various
sectors of the community including the Hong Kong
Bar Association, the Law Society of Hong Kong,
legal professionals, interested organisations like
the Consumer Council, the Hospital Authority,
the Hong Kong Mediation Centre, the Hong Kong
Institute of Arbitrators, and members of the public.
It is clear from these responses that reforms need
to be introduced to our civil justice system. All
the feedback and comments gathered during
the consultation are being studied in detail and
will be taken into account during the preparation

of the Final Report for submission to the Chief Justice.
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WORKING PARTY ON CIVIL JUSTICE
REFORM

The Working Party has the following members -

The Hon Mr Justice Chan, Permanent Judge of

the Court of Final Appeal (Chairman)

The Hon Mr Justice Ribeiro, Permanent Judge

of the Court of Final Appeal (Deputy Chairman)

The Hon Mr Justice Rogers, Vice-President of

the Court of Appeal

The Hon Mr Justice Seagroatt, Judge of the Court
of First Instance

The Hon Mr Justice Hartmann, Judge of the

Court of First Instance

The Hon Madam Justice Chu, Judge of the Court
of First Instance

Mr lan Wingfield, Law Officer (Civil Law)
(Member of the Department of Justice appointed

in consultation with the Secretary for Justice)
Mr Chan Shu-ying, Director of Legal Aid

Mr Ambrose Ho, S.C. (since 3 December 2001,
Barrister appointed in consultation with the

Chairman of the Hong Kong Bar Association)
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ST o Deputy Judge Poon, Deputy Judge of the Court

of First Instance (Secretary)

Mr K H Hui, Research Officer

The Working Party aims to submit its Final Report

to the Chief Justice in 2003.



