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At the opening ceremony of each Legal Year, the Mace is carried
by the mace-bearer preceding the Honourable Chief Justice.

Before the change of sovereignty, the Mace was a symbol of
the Royal authority with the butt end bearing the crown.
Since 1 July 1997, the crown has been replaced by the emblem
of the Hong Kong Special Administrative Region of

the People’s Republic of China.

The Mace symbolises the office of the Honourable Chief Justice
and of the institution of the independent Judiciary upholding
the rule of law.
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This Report highlights the work of the

Judiciary in 2001 and the key challenges

ahead.

The Report is divided into three main parts
this year. Part | reports on the progress of
the work of the Working Party on Civil Justice
Reform. Part Il describes the operation of
our court system and its administration. Part
Il focuses on our Judges, our staff and our

interface with the community.

The mission of the Judiciary is to maintain an
independent and competent judicial system
which upholds the rule of law, safeguards
the rights and freedoms of the individual,
and commands domestic and international

confidence.

Civil Justice Reform is an important area of
our work this year. The Working Party on
Civil Justice Reform has considered the
issues and has come up with a total of 80
proposals for reform. On November 29,

2001, the Working Party issued an Interim
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Report and Consultation Paper for the
purpose of consulting court users and the
community. | anticipate and look forward to
constructive discussion on how to improve
access to civil justice at reasonable cost and

speed in our society.

The courts in the 21st century face exciting
challenges in the administration of justice.
The Judiciary is an institution of government
that belongs to and serves the community.
We must maintain an effective and efficient
court system for the administration of justice.
Our Courts and the Judiciary Administration
continue to strive to make improvements in
meeting the rising expectations of the

community.

Our Judges will continue to administer
the law without fear or favour. They are
competently supported by the staff in the
Judiciary Administration. And being an
institution which belongs to and serves the
community, we consider it of the utmost
importance that we maintain a close interface

with court users and the community.

| hope you will enjoy reading this Report and
that you will have a better understanding of

our work.

We are determined to ensure that the rule of
law will continue to thrive in our community.
We are committed to meeting the challenges

ahead and the community’s expectations.

Aadnes Lo

Andrew Li
Chief Justice




