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Message from the
Chief Judge of the High Court

The year 2000 was a challenging year for the High
Court.

The number of civil cases filed with the High Court
witnessed a record high at about 35 000 per year
during 1998 and 1999. This exceptional upsurge
started to level off and then drop about a year ago,
and we expect that the caseload for the High Court
in 2000 would be back to the 1997 level at about
25 000. But this has not given us any sign of
immediate relief. In the normal course of events,
many of the cases filed in 1998 and 1999 have now
advanced to the stage of trial, and we are doing
our best to deal with the listing of cases efficiently.
Nowadays, cases have become more complicated
and trials tend to take much longer to dispose of.
Judges have to spend much more time in

preparation and judgment writing both before

‘HONG KONG JUDICIARY



B A R B A ok B AT fe A RS R
#HELLIAZ « @E M - m¥EE
DB Al R IR AR M - BRI A
RETLIE Bhwik

F T IEST B S BRI R B E M
TS B ERZHRKRKBENHTT
ENARRAENER - I B8 IRE S
BT DUBD 48 ol e 25 I ) o [ 30k
e B 20004 9 Hp R - REEEHED
RIER > W BERSHRNES
R EE kRS BEEZEIR
HEBN  RMGREL S - HEE

fi 25 s ) A 0 - DU B R FE VTR o

TTREMIIE TR - HIIER
RERE  BENELREZ2EFE
TEETRER o FiRkENR TR
EREMETRMFMER - LiFikE
JiTE > BRI S BT R H R AT EUR]
e R R B B R B o IR
ELHHIELF LA AL B e
MEBEEHFERE  FERERSEFER
7 B B ] ot B L i &% 4 B o

=

and after the trial. They have however quietly but
quite readily and conscientiously accepted and

overcome such challenge.

To cope with the exceptionally heavy caseload in
the High Court, we have been redeploying existing
resources and deploying additional manpower to
the identified pressure areas to help reduce the long
waiting time. The fact that more cases are being
diverted to the District Court upon the
implementation of its new jurisdictional limits in
September 2000 should also help. We would
continue to try our utmost to bring the waiting

time of the Court to our pledged targets.

In the midst of heavy workload, we have not lost
sight of the need for continued review of existing
practices. In the Court of First Instance and the
Registry, the procedure for listing cases for hearing
has been streamlined. In the Court of Appeal,
arrangements have been made to screen out
unmeritorious applications for leave to appeal in
criminal cases and more interlocutory appeals are
disposed of by two Justices of Appeal to enable the
full divisions to have more time to handle other

types of appeals.
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In the longer run, we see the need for a
comprehensive and overall review of the rules
and procedures in civil proceedings. The Working
Party on the Reform of Civil Rules and Procedures
in the High Court was set up in February 2000.
The Working Party comprises members of the
Judiciary and both branches of the legal profession,
representatives of relevant government
departments, the academic field and the Consumer
Council. During the past ten months, the Working
Party held various meetings, one of which was a
discussion session with Lord Woolf who is the
pioneer of reform of the civil justice system in
England. Some members of the Working Party also
attended an international conference on civil
justice in Sydney, Australia in May, and benefited
a lot from exchanges of views with our counterparts

in other jurisdictions.

For any reform to be successful, we must have the
support of the profession and the community at
large. We believe that we should involve all
interested parties in the process and gauge the

views of all relevant sectors. The Working Party
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plans to issue a consultative document on the

subject sometime next year.

In this era of rapid and accelerating changes and
greater expectations of the community, we are well
aware that we must rise to the challenges ahead. 1
am fully confident that under the able leadership
of Mr. Justice Leong, the new Chief Judge of the
High Court, the Court will continue to do its

utmost to serve the community.

e

Patrick Chan
Chief Judge of the High Court
(up to 31.8.2000)
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HEBEEEEMELFEELS  BABTHRRGHEEEE
Before the Chief Executive, Mr Tung Chee-hwa, The Hon Mrs Justice
Le Pichon swearing-in as Justice of Appeal

BEHEEERENERBEEEE
Mr Louis Tong swearing-in as Judge of the Court of First Instance
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HicH CourT

The High Court comprises the Court of Appeal and
the Court of First Instance. Their jurisdictions are
prescribed in sections 13 and 12 of the High Court
Ordinance (Cap. 4) respectively. The procedures to
commence any proceedings or in the course of any
proceedings are set out in the Rules of the High Court
(Cap. 4A). The Chief Judge of the High Court is
the court leader and the President of the Court of
Appeal.

CouURT OF APPEAL

The Court of Appeal hears appeals in civil and
criminal matters from the Court of First Instance and
the District Court, as well as appeals from the Lands
Tribunal. It also makes rulings on questions of law
referred to it by lower courts. Appeals from the Court
of Appeal lie to the Court of Final Appeal. In
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The Hon Mr Justice Stock swearing-in as Justice of Appeal

lu;
KWL L EENER RS ESEE
Ms Carlye Chu swearing-in as Judge of the Court of First Instance
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District Council Chairmen visiting the High Court
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The Hon Mr Justice Chan, Chief Judge of the High Court (second right) and
" Mr Wilfred Tsui, Judiciary Administrator (left), with Mr Lu Baotao, President of
Guangdong Provincial Higher People's Court (second left)
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addition to the Chief Judge of the High Court, the
Court of Appeal has an establishment of nine Justices
of Appeal.

CouRT OF FIRST INSTANCE

The Court of First Instance has unlimited jurisdiction
in both civil and criminal matters. The most serious
criminal offences such as murder, manslaughter, rape,
armed robbery, trafficking in large quantities of
dangerous drugs and complex commercial fraud, are tried
by a judge of the Court of First Instance, sitting with a
jury of seven, or, when a judge orders, a jury of nine.

The Court of First Instance also operates as an appeal
court for cases from lower courts. It hears appeals
from the Magistrates' Courts, the Labour Tribunal,
the Small Claims Tribunal, the Obscene Articles
Tribunal and the Minor Employment Claims
Adjudication Board of the Labour Department.

The Court of First Instance has an establishment of
25 judges.

ERERR X 25
HONG KONG JUDICIARY]|




=11

=

SRS AR T
i) 355 3 5 R ) 3% 9 B

HEERT S RBEEEHREEEE
T T HE SRR EIEERE
SAEIFEEHEENEREERE (f
BAREE) TH  HEREEWIT
B RS % T % 5 PIIAE N E IS
3 T 5K 5 T P 0 3~ 7 o
AR B R E R S
HERI RO FREE o f % DA B SR A6
T A R A T R O 9 4
FEHRME o pLAb o MR AR IE — LEHE ]
EWE o BEEXETRNRGE  FH
IR IR B e e R R AR vk A R B Y
E MR AT LR 0 DR VR AL E]
EXENEE RBEETAEEHEE
EAMPNEENFEFEELE -

iR A B R () F A R R b I

BEAER 1

The Chief Judge of the High Court (right) and the Judiciary
Administrator (left) briefing District Council Chairmen in the High Court
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REGISTRAR, SENIOR DEPUTY
REGISTRARS AND DEPUTY
REGISTRARS OF THE HIGH COURT
Part of the civil jurisdiction exercised by a single judge
of the Court of First Instance is exercised by the
Registrar, Senior Deputy Registrars and Deputy
Registrars of the High Court (who are collectively
referred to as Masters). They carry out judicial duties
such as hearing interlocutory and summary
applications in chambers and conducting assessment
of damages and interpleader trials in court. They also
exercise the jurisdiction of taxing masters and
Admiralty Registrar. Furthermore, they have
quasi—judicial duties including taking evidence on
commission, determining appeals against the
decisions of the Director of Legal Aid on applications
for legal aid, and supervising the service of foreign
process. They are also responsible for probate
administration and the jury list.

In addition, the Registrar of the High Court
administers the High Court Suitors' Funds, the
District Court Suitors' Funds, the Small Claims
Tribunal Suitors' Funds, the Labour Tribunal Suitors'
Funds as well as the Master—in-Lunacy Account and
the Official Administrator's Account in his

bR R A Rl )M B R R R B B I A A B R R R R R
The Hon Mr Justice Leong, Justice of Appeal (second right) receiving Mr Yuan Yin, Chief
Director of the Secretariat of the General Office of the State Council of PRC
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ex—officio capacity as Official Administrator and
Master—in—Lunacy. Statements of these accounts are
published annually in a separate report.

The Registrar of the High Court also keeps the
professional Rolls of Barristers, Solicitors and Notaries
Public.

There are one Registrar, three Senior Deputy
Registrars and five Deputy Registrars in the High
Court. With their concerted efforts, many cases are
disposed of without going to trial before a judge. For
example, during the first nine months of 2000, nearly
one third of the 9 300 actions filed are disposed of
having judgments entered on grounds of either failure
to acknowledge service of proceedings or default of
defence.

JURY

One of the major
features of the Hong
Kong legal system is
trial by jury. Trial by
jury reflects the
principle that an
accused should be

tried by fellow p e pe s erm s i i m o 2 2 B e 3

- = i i
members of his/her 277

community.

The most serious criminal offences are tried by a judge
of the Court of First Instance, sitting with a jury. Juries
decide on the verdict, and not the sentence, for serious
crimes. Insome civil cases, a party may elect to have
the issues of fact tried by a jury. Juries are also
empanelled in some death inquests conducted by the
Coroner's Court.

The Hon Mr Justice Leong, Justice of Appeal (fourth right) briefing
delegation members from Hainan Intermediate Court of Haikou City
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The Hon Mr Justice Stuart-Moore, Vice-President of the Court of Appeal (left) and The
Hon Mr Justice Hartmann, Judge of the Court of First Instance (right), receiving
members of the American Bar Association
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Jury service is very important in our system of justice.
Itisa privilege as well as an obligation of every citizen
in Hong Kong who is qualified to serve. The
eligibility of serving as jurors is set out in the Jury
Ordinance. Generally speaking, Hong Kong residents
aged between 21 and 65 who have sufficient
knowledge of the language in which the proceedings
are to be conducted may be selected on a random
basis. From 1.1.2000 up to 30.9.2000, 6 266 persons
attended the empanelling of jury and there were 101
jury trials during the period.

THE HicH CouRrT REGISTRY

The High Court Registry accepts lodging of civil
claims of unlimited amount except where certain
types of claims must be exclusively initiated in other
courts under those ordinances. It provides registry
services for filing of originating and other court
documents. It maintains records of civil cases, fixes
hearing dates for matters before the Masters, and
processes applications for issuance of writs for
enforcement of judgments and orders.

To provide better services to the court users, the High
Court Registry has recently introduced the system of
multi—purpose counters to provide a one-stop service
to frequent court users in filing different types of
documents. They include civil case applications for
bankruptcy (statutory demand), winding-up, personal
injury claims, admiralty jurisdiction and judicial
review.

IHONG KONG JUDICIARY
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LA E R K R R GRS E B IR (A )@ BB ZE B & K B GE SR (European Anti-Fraud Office European
Commission) A £ Mr Franz-Hermann Bruener (1)
The Hon Mr Justice Mayo, Justice of Appeal (right) and The Hon Mr Justice Yeung, Judge of the Court of First Instance
(left) meeting with Mr Franz-Hermann Bruener, Director-General of European Anti-Fraud Office (centre)
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In order that the time—consuming filing of originating
processes would not unduly delay the speedy filing of
simple documents, an Express Counter is opened at
3:00 p.m. daily to serve litigants wishing to file five
or less documents only. A Taxation and Enquiry
Counter is now in place to serve litigants in need
and to enable instant giving of taxation call-over
dates. Second visits to obtain the dates are no longer
necessary.

The listing office has also brought in the concept of
one-stop—shop service. Litigants having obtained
hearing dates may now leave the summonses and
affidavits in support with the listing officers. Queuing
up before a counter for filing of the same may be
dispensed with. Listing hours have also been adjusted
and extended from the morning to 3:00 p.m. daily
for the convenience of the public as well as the legal
profession.
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The Hon Mr Justice Pang, Judge of the Court of First Instance (front) meeting with

delegation members from Hainan Intermediate Court of Haikou city
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An Interactive Voice Response System for the High
Court has recently been installed and will be launched
in early 2001. The system will provide pre-recorded
messages on general information and arrangements
of court business upon gale or rainstorm warnings.
Members of the public can also check the hearing
details of cases (e.g. date, time and court number)
through the system.

THE CLERK OF CouRrT's OFFICE

The Clerk of Court's Office, consisting of the
Criminal Registry, the Appeals Registry and the
Listing Office, provides judicial support service to the
judges in the High Court. It is responsible for fixing
dates for the hearing of all civil and criminal cases in
the Court of Appeal and the Court of First Instance
of the High Court. It is also responsible for the
efficient management of case flow in criminal
proceedings. Maintenance of the jurors' list and
issuance of summonses for members of the public to
serve as jurors are also under the purview of the Clerk
of Court's Office.
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58 e 7R 0k THE PROBATE REGISTRY

T AR I R 4 52 P BE T OB 7 K Y FR The Probate Registry receives and processes
Ao W REEAEEBEE 1S E T applications for grants of representation to estate of
B AT EN R o — R H deceased persons. Where the estate value exceeds
AT A o 28 70 R A 1 e e HK $150,000 or the application involves
15 T ) G A 0 R complication in law, the application is usually filed
1 B B R E R 0 BCEDOK AR by legal practitioner on behalf of the applicant.
EHE DS TR ENEEA Where the estate value does not exceed HK $150,000

B LANE (REE) o and is simple and straightforward, the Probate
Registry will assist the applicant in formulating the

5 1k R i 0 necessary documents (or affidavits) for a grant of
© LR representation or for summary administration by the

FERRE 2000 FEBRGELE L Official Administrator.
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BII99FERRE S —F o FEK CaseLoAD AND WAITING TIME
Kl EmERTRERNEGE + Court of Appeal

Kl A o = LR EAEERNEE The overall caseload of the Court of Appeal
M+ 2000 F st & THREMRHZ T continues to increase in 2000. We estimate that
oo BEREZEZHEHRBM - i the number of civil appeals in 2000 might double
e R E D RAEFE R Z N o that of 1999. This is mainly the result of the

upsurge in caseload in the lower courts during the
past two years. On the contrary, the number of
criminal appeals is projected to reduce by 15% in
2000. Despite the
increase in caseload on
the civil side, the
target waiting time
could still be met.

5 5 T A R R IR () B A O R B R DI (L) S0 R A (Ministry of Justice) B
B FY & £ Mr Hans Olav Ostgaard

Mr Christopher Chan, the Registrar of High Court (middle) and Mr Augustine Cheng, Deputy Judiciary
Administrator, meeting with Mr Hans Olav Ostgaard, Assistant Secretary General, Ministry of Justice of
Norway
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Table 3 CASELOAD OF THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE HIGH COURT

1999
Z P8 H No. of Cases

REREES  BX MEs WREBPRr RBETH

Brought forward ~ Filed  Disposed of Inactive In progress
from previous years
L il 17 R J5E R K E ) R T AR S Y B R 135 203 106 0 232
Appellate  Criminal Appeals from the Court of First Instance
2 7 PR i 458 e ) T R D Y B B 285 439 291 0 433
Appeals from the District Court
/INEE Sub-total 420 642 397 0 665
RE 17 R J5E R K E ) R T AR S Y B R 282 314 119 167 310
Civil Appeals from the Court of First Instance
2 7 i B 35 ik e ) R T 4 AR B 76 24 6 16 78
Appeals from the District Court
3 M B 6 37 10 31 2

Miscellaneous Appeals
/Nl Sub-total 34 375 135 214 390
frit TOTAL
mES s 17 iR J5E R 5 E ) TR T A Y B 1 7 1 0 7

Review of ~ Criminal Reviews from the Court of First Instance

Sentences
2 Ml T 33 3k e A R T 5 e ) 7 A 4 4 4 0 4
Reviews from the District Court

37 Ml A i e AR T 4 A O R A 0 1 0 0 1
Reviews from the Magistrates’ Courts

o | sl @l 5| ol ]

S TREEAR AR S R AR AR R o 0k T R R AT PR R A o B R AR TE 1999 R 43 8
The figures brought forward from previous years refer to cases inactive and in progress. 1t is the first year to categorise the cases brought forward into inactive and in progress in 1999
R R R AT AR A o MR R R R
Cases brought forward from previous years to 2000 refer to cases in progress and do not include cases inactive
FOGERIE EREE OB R REEA L
Disposed of refers to appeals allowed, dismissed, withdrawn, abandoned or discontinued
# AR — R A SRR R R

Inactive refers to those having no action (including filing of document or hearing) for one year from the date of last filing of document

32 ERERE R
[HONG KONG JUDICIARY




B & %R - HIGH COURT

#3 i S LB bR A A

Table 3 CASELOAD OF THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE HIGH COURT

2000 (#% 9 H 30 H up to 30.9.2000)
Z B H No. of Cases

AREHEY BRI ME* HRAFLET FRESTH

Brought forward ~ Filed  Disposed of Inactive In progress
from previous years
L filES 17 il 5 58 3% E ) T 2 R Y 22 127 71 0 288
Appellate  Criminal Appeals from the Court of First Instance
2 7 e T 35k i I 1) o T 4 AR Y B 7R 433 288 181 0 540
Appeals from the District Court
/Nt Sub-total 665 415 252 0 828
e 17 fle 8 o i ) R T 4 AR Y B 7 310 528 129 290 586
Civil Appeals from the Court of First Instance
2 7 R T 3 3k I ) R T 4 S Y b R 78 14 6 33 69
Appeals from the District Court
3HEH LK 2 38 11 46 14

Miscellaneous appeals
7\ *f Sub-total

-——

MMEY = 1A R JE A B ) 7R T 9 1 7 A

Review of ~ Criminal Reviews from the Court of First Instance
Sentences
2 A R T 335 32 o 1 ) T i 1) 7 A% 4 4 3 0 5
Reviews from the District Court
3 A iR 3 1 3 B R T i 1) 78 % 1 0 0 1 0

Reviews from the Magistrates’ Courts

edttoral | 7 8] 2| 9|

i S IR B b R A BE S 1 % IR 1
WAITING TIME FOR CASES IN THE COURT OF APPEAL OF THE HIGH COURT

i fok B B ()
Waiting Time (days)
HE 1999 2000 2001
Target (BZ9H30H (¥t Plan)
as at 30.9.2000)

T2 - B AR T E B 2 H A A 50 21 28 50
Criminal cases — from setting down of a case to hearing

REZRM - d fE A% B2 R E 90 72 75 90

Civil cases — from application to fix date to hearing

ERIERE & 1433

HONG KONG JUDICIARY{




o DR
JERE BE 2000 £ IR R E—H R
BRI -

1997 £ A AS I fE # - S R 1 E 1Y
REZEMHEE 1997 F 1 24639
7 B2 1998 4F 1Y 35 509 5% A1 1999
FHY 35677 5% o fhigt REZEGFE 1999
FEEREIER > 2000 5@ %EE
1997 1Y K o

BEKE - FHEAEMHEEL TSN
B BRI R E BE MR
it g R S B N B DU AT 889 Jim i T

=
EH ©

HRHSENRSENEGHEHEES
mEE R A REEETR LR
R R 2 50 » B DAt {6 IFF ] oK 6
FEFFRIE - 200049 H 1 HEA G @ &
BERREEENHRESEE12H
RILVEOHE » BEHHREIFLRE
Bk s B E R
SHEBEN A o BIEE o FEH A
R E R o TV BEE B A
o

34 R R

%Rt - HIGH COURT

+ Court of First Instance

For appellate cases, the caseload remained steady
in 2000.

As a result of the financial crisis in 1997, the civil
caseload had increased from 24 639 cases in 1997,
t0 35509 in 1998 and 35 677 cases in 1999. After
reaching the climax in 1999, it is anticipated that
the civil caseload in 2000 would return to the 1997
level.

During these years, the Judiciary deployed
additional resources, including creating additional
master posts and employing temporary supporting
staff, to handle the increased workload.

In view of the high caseload for both the criminal
and civil cases and the increased complexity of
cases which required longer trial periods, the target
court waiting times could not be met. This
situation should improve as the civil jurisdictional
limit of the District Court has been increased from
$120,000 to $600,000 with effect from 1
September 2000. More civil cases will be diverted
from the Court of First Instance to the District
Court as a result. In the meantime, the Judiciary
is continuing to deploy additional resources to clear
the backlog as far as possible.
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Table 5

LA
Appellate

i i %
First
Instance

i S 5 Bt DR A K A
CASELOAD OF THE COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF THE HIGH COURT

1999
Z1E ¥ H No. of Cases

REEFE B REF REBLEr RRETH

Brought forward Filed  Disposed of Inactive In progress
from previous years
HE A R A ok B A o T 42 E HY R 554 1262 1167 0 649
Criminal Appeals from Magistrates’ Courts
RE 17 Ml 55 & 3 008 # B T Fe R Ay | 7R 68 115 41 55 87
Civil Appeals from Labour Tribunal
2 VB % R B H TR T SRR AN L AR 13 29 9 13 20
Appeals from Small Claims Tribunal
3 7 Ml /N 36 T R AR e R ) TR T 0 9 1 0 8
R LR
Appeals from Minor Employment
Claims Adjudication Board
4 MEH B 2 1 0 2 1
Miscellaneous appeals
/I *1’ Sub-total
ik FHJ % E
Criminal Criminal
R® I S bR AR 14176 19733 10919 13611 9379
Civil High Court Actions
) BERER 5931 7998 4416 3931 5582
Miscellaneous Proceedings
3 B R F R AR 1232 5089 4095 784 1442
Bankruptcy and Company Winding-up
4 NFGERD 1279 1460 1034 134 1571
Personal Injuries Actions
5 H A g 506 868 127 522 725
Other cases
/NEE Sub-total 23124 35148 20591 18982 18699
ik TOTAL 23128 | 35563 20971 18 982 18738
BREEAE | FEZRA 38947 ®
Masters Interlocutory hearings
Chambers ) g mam s 1177 3012 25760 2 1502
Taxation bills
BESH HBERE 5824 9401  11000© 20 4205
Probate Applications
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Table 5 CASELOAD OF THE COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF THE HIGH COURT

2000 (#% 9 H 30 H up to 30.9.2000)
Z¥ H No. of Cases

REFE" BX RE REthLEr RAETH

Brought forward Filed  Disposed of Inactive In progress
from previous years
LwEA = TR A o e Pk T 4R AL Y b 649 1001 1354 0 296
Appellate  Criminal Appeals from Magistrates’ Courts
RE 1Al 55 & o R A R T AR RE A B 87 72 23 98 93
Civil Appeals from Labour Tribunal
2 AR/ANVESE EFEBR AR T RERN L 20 26 8 18 33
Appeals from Small Claims Tribunal
3 7 Ml /N 38 T R AR e R ) TR T 8 6 3 4 7
R LR
Appeals from Minor Employment
Claims Adjudication Board
4 FE bR 1 2 1 2 2

Miscellaneous appeals
/J\ *I‘ Sub-total

___

JREAEH  HIE ﬁJ%%ﬁﬁ
First Criminal Criminal
Instance kvt e
K= | BEERHRD 9379 9301 5377 22128 4786
Civil High Court Actions
2 HERF 5582 5075 2909 9161 2518
Miscellaneous Proceedings
3 WERAFEERD 1442 4756 4330 2237 415
Bankruptcy and Company Winding-up
4 N5 B ERR 1571 1257 846 586 1530
Personal Injuries Actions
5 Hofth ZE 725 2617 127 775 2962
Other cases
/NgF Sub-total 18699 23006 13589 34 887 12211
&t TOTAL 18738 | 23296 13 850 34 887 12 279
PERENE | EFEEBH 24 986 ©)
Masters Interlocutory hearings
Chambers N N
2 BEIRETE 1592 2638 21870 47 2017
Taxation bills
BERH BRERSF 4205 8322 76250 14 4908
Probate Applications
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Table 6 WAITING TIME FOR CASES IN THE COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF THE HIGH COURT

Wk (H)
Waiting Time (days)

H & 1999 2000 2001
Target (B=9H30H (FE&T Plan)
as at 30.9.2000)

B E B F = - AR EAZHERAA 120 mn 182 170
Criminal Fixture — from filing of indictment to hearing

WEEME BN ERE - B AMEEHERAB 90 106 86 90
Criminal Running List — from setting down to hearing

B E M R E R - R AR A A 180 224 213 200
Civil Fixture — from application to fix date to hearing

MBEHE ENRERG - BRAMTEHERAA 90 82 120 90
Civil Running List — from setting down to hearing

ﬁ?ﬁ%&ﬁ%&ﬁ%@%i%-ﬁi%ﬁﬁ%k%a 90 124 120 90
FHe A H
Appeals from Magistrates’ Courts — from lodging of Notice of

Appeal to hearing

S RBEER IR IR AR R R AT AR A o R A 1999 5 8 KB 4
The figures brought forward from previous years refer to cases inactive and in progress. It is the first time to categorise the cases brought forward into inactive and in progress in 1999
AR NI ERRETRORE W R DR L E
Cases brought forward from previous years to 2000 refer to cases in progress and do not include cases inactive

KOs BRI EARBUE AR/ LR LR LR B W TR B WA R TR o R B o R R B R
Disposed of refers to appeals allowed/appeals dismissed/appeals withdrawn/appeals abandoned/appeals discontinued/cases where defendants have been convicted/acquitted/successful claims/
claims dismissed/trials or hearings concluded

# WA IR — YR SRR R R A

Inactive refers to those having no action (including filing of document or hearing) for one year from the date of last filing of document

MR IR SR SRR REAMEE  EERL  REREREF  BERTIGRLARE  BEERMREE  BHKRE
I R AL B

Other cases refer to admiralty actions, adoptions, bill of sale registrations, book debt registrations, commercial actions, confidential miscellaneous proceedings, constitutional & administrative
law proceedings, construction and arbitration cases, matrimonial causes, probate actions and stop notices
A AR RETIREFRRA
Note 1 : Disposed of refers to interlocutory hearings conducted
A2 ARIRC R A TR R
Note 2: Disposed of refers to taxation bills processed
A3 ARIRD REAMSE VR R R DU 5 R e B R
Note 3 : Disposed of refers to grants issued/grants resealed/estates administration completed by the Official Administrator in
summary manner
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