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INTRODUCING THE TECHNOLOGY COURT

For the Benefit of the Legal Profession and Court Users

With a view to enhancing the efficiency and effectiveness of court support services, the
Judiciary is pleased to introduce the first Technology Court in Hong Kong.

The Technology Court is a direct response to the changing needs of court services today.
Court users and the legal profession will be able to take advantage of the new courtroom
technologies now in place to facilitate the conduct of proceedings.

Fully Integrated Courtroom Technologies

The Technology Court is equipped with user-friendly features and facilities, including
video conferencing, multimedia presentation of evidence, Documentation and Exhibits
Handling System, and interpretation services - all integrated into a centrally controlled
network. Moreover, a display system has also been installed at the court lobby so that
proceedings may be broadcast to interested parties who cannot be accommodated in the
trial court.

Video Conferencing

With the aid of video conferencing facilities, not all witnesses are required to be in court
to give evidence. Dual display monitors are installed in the courtroom to allow broadcast
of document and video image of far end simultaneously. The facilities provide court users
with a convenient and less expensive option for taking evidence from overseas witnesses.
Parties to the proceedings can save the time and expense of travelling overseas.

Multimedia Presentation of Evidence

The Technology Court enables the presentation of evidence by way of a multimedia
platform, incorporating audio, video, and digital signals with graphics, text, film, and
computer animation. The components of the multimedia platform include an interactive
display, a pen-touch display, a visualiser, projectors with motorised projection screens,
desktop display monitors, multimedia personal computer, audio and video players for a
variety of formats (including Blu-ray, DVD, VCD, CD, and MP3, etc.), and a fully
integrated sound system.

Interactive Display and Pen-touch Display: On-screen Annotation

An interactive display or a pen-touch display used together with markup software allows
parties to annotate electronically on documents displayed on screens in the courtroom.
Notes or other explanatory markings will then be captured, stored or printed for
circulation or court records.
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Visualiser: Image Capture and Display

A visualiser is a document camera capable of capturing and displaying images of 
hardcopy documents, physical objects, or negatives. Such images can be instantaneously 
broadcast on in-court display screens or saved in the computer for further annotation 
using the interactive whiteboard or pen-touch display markup facilities.

Electronic Bundle

(It is previously known as Electronic Documentation and Exhibits Handling System 
(DEHS))

The DEHS is now updated as Electronic Bundle (eBundle). Documents are scanned and 
stored into the computer, with common documents retrieved and displayed 
simultaneously on computer monitors for use in the course of a hearing.

Interpretation Services

The system can cater for multilingual or multi-dialect interpretation through dedicated 
channels, enabling defendant(s) in the same proceedings to listen to the proceedings in the 
language/dialect of their own choice(s).

Other Features

The Technology Court provides Digital Audio Recording and Transcription Services and 
allows the examination of vulnerable witnesses via Closed Circuit Television. It is also 
wired to facilitate real-time court reporting and transcription services.

Application for the Use of Facilities

A formal application has to be made before the level of court where the case is heard or 
tried. The court may from time to time prescribe and revise the charges levied for the 
facilities.


